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BENEFIT OF AFFLICTION. 


“Imperfect yet, 
They need the chastenings of paternal care, 
To save them from the wily blandishments 
Of error, and to win their hearts away 
From the polluting, ruining joys of earth.” 


CHRISTIANS ought to rejoice, even when the blackening clouds 
of adversity lowr around, and the waves of contention rise in wild 
disorder; for these may be tokens of the peculiar favour of infinite 
Goodness. As man plucks up the weeds which have entwined 
themselves around the delicate roots of some esteemed flower, with 
such violence that the latter is almost torn from its bed, so Provi- 
dence deprives us of the pleasures and amusements of this world, 
that we may not fix our affections entirely upon them, but that we 
may have a longing desire to participate in the pleasures of Heaven, 
to receive there a cherub’s beauty, and to bask in the rays of glory 
that radiate from Jehovah’s throne. Why then should displeasure 
darken our brows, under the experience of those afflictions that tend 
to purge us from defiling lusts, and such things as are pernicious to 
the immortal soul? ‘They show us the impotence of all sublunary 
objects, and the foolishness of reposing any confidence in them :— 
They put our faith, our patience, and resignation to the trial, and 
improve our graces, to the honour of the Deity and to our own im- 
mediate advantage. Could we but lift the veil which is now im- 
penetrable to the ken of mortal vision, and see the bright throng of 
those who unite in loud hosannas to the lamb, should we hear 
them complaining of the sufferings they endured while here below? 


No; the happiness they there enjoy has erased these from their 
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242 Benefit of Affliction. 


memories. Noone has ever reached the mansions of eternal bliss 
who was not, while here, obliged to meet and encounter the innu- 
merable difficulties which present themselves to every one that tra- 
vels through the rugged path of affliction. Weicome, doubly wel- 
come, then, should be even the piercing shafts of calamity, if they 
humble and fit us for the skies! Surely it were better for us if our 
eyes, during our residence here, were continually overflowed with 
tears; that our every fountain of enjoyment were dried up, and that 
our every path, however flowery, should be strewed with thorns, 
than that we should sink irretrievably into the region of everlasting 
misery, where nothing is presented to the astonished eye but damn- 
ed spirits, and where nothing is heard but the sighs of woe and the 
shrieks of despair. Did this earth exhibit an appearance of perfect 
loveliness to the christian, Heaven would cease to retain the most 
elevated place in his aftections,—it would be divested of all its 
charms, and he would no longer render unio its ruler the sacrifice 
of prayer and praise. It is when the world casts its ungenerous 
scorn upon him, when its shafts of ridicule are aimed at him, that 
he pursues his pilgrimage with a more heart-felt joy and brightening 
hope,—that he makes greater advances toward the celestial gates. 
One of the greatest advantages arising from affliction is, that it 
leads us to pour out our souls with more earnestness and importu- 
nity to the great Author of our existence. For instances of this, we 
need only revert to the Bible. There we shall behold with what 
earnestness the prayer of the patriarch ascends to the throne of 
Grace ;—there we shall see, with how much greater strength he 
strives to lift himself above the debasing objects of time and sense, 
when he is surrounded by trouble, and what “a stream of glory is 
let down upon the consecrated hour.” No matter, how correct a 
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t f - person may be in his daily walk and conversation; no matter, with 
: hi what scrupulous exactness all his duties may be performed, his de- 
ia . . ° . : ° ° 
| 4 : votions will yet be tinctured with poisoning formality ; and perhaps 
if if ( afflictions are the best means of rekindling their ardour. Consider- 
TA & ing then, how much benefit may result from adversity, with what 
lil i sincerity it often inspires our confessions before God, and with what 
mm eae holy importunity it arms our supplications to his throne, ought we 
An ‘eg not, instead of permitting a murmur to escape our lips, to rejoice, 
he } a 3 . a ° 
i @ 1! Net and exclaim, “Lord, it is good for us that we are afflicted !”? 
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To be Continued—To be Concluded. 945 


TO BE CONTINUED—TO BE CONCLUDED. 


THE most frequent use of the phrase to be continued, is in peri- 
odical works, when part of a dissertation or communication of any 
kind is inserted, and the remainder reserved to a future number. 
But there are other circumstances in which we may apply it with 
equal justice. We may say of many things with which we are ac- 
quainted, they are to Le continued. When we see the brightness 
and beauty of summer fading from before us, we ask, shall they nev- 
er return? Many a spring and summer have passed away ; is this 
the last season of loveliness which is to revolve upon our world F No; 
they are to be continued. Seasons like those which are gone, will 
again return. The trees will blossom, and the flowers will open to 
the morning sun. All the changes and revolutions of the year will 
be continued. 

In the intellectual world many have made deep researches. Phi- 
losophers thittk that they have learned a great deal concerning the 
mind : some, perhaps, that they have learned all, or nearly all that 
can be known. But attention to the phenomena of the mind will not 
cease with the present race of philosophers. It is to be continued. 

Many of our friends have fallen beneath the stroke of death. Ma- 
ny bright luminaries of the world have been extinguished. Recol- 
lect the pious Worcester: Heaven wasin his heart, love to wretched 
man filled his soul. Yet he was called from earth before his desires, 
by his own active labours to promote the future glory of Zion, could 
be accomplished. Early and suddenly, he went to stand in the 

resence of the Saviour. Think of Martyn. He laboured with all 
bie might to teach the untaught heathen ; toconvince the bigoted 
Mahommedan. In his short day, he performed labours worthy of a 
missionary. But he had scarcely reached the meridian of his use+ 
fulness, when he was summoned to that holy country which he 
delighted to consider as the land of: his eternal rest. And may we 
not hope that deaths so deeply affecting will cease to occur ? Will 
not the time come when genius and beauty and piety shall live for- 
ever ? No; former experience teaches us not to hope for such a 
season. ‘These mournful events will be continued. 

We are frequently called upon to endure trials. Our favourite 
projects are often disappointed, and our hopes blasted. But we can 
more cheerfully bear the evils of to-day, when we reflect that they 
are perhaps as few as they will be at any future period. Disap- 
pointments are fo be continued. 

It is natural to fee] ourselves of so much importance in the world 
that when we are gone, nothing will be excellent or lovely. We 
imagine that because we live, the earth must have arrived at its 
zenith of beauty and knowledge, and that with us all other things 
will decay. ‘The harmony of nature must be destroyed because we 
can no longer behold it. But our death will effect no very great 
change in the universe. The world was not made for us. It is not 
for us alone that the vernal morning wakens its thousand melodies. 
It is not for our instruction alone, that autumn comes, writing upon 
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On Consistency of Character. 


the fading glory of the year, “So it passes * We indeed shall have 
a resting place in the earth. Our successors will afford one humble 
sod to cover our heads. Else all things will continue in the present 
state. Science will flourish long after our inquiring heads are laid 
in the grave. The monarch will sit upon his throne, directing at 

leasure the nations, and the subject will still owe allegiance to his 
ing. 

There will stiil be those who feel the vanity of things below, and 
still the gay, who drown in pleasure’s fatal cup each anxious thought 
concerning futurity. 

But events are not only fo be continued, they are to be concluded. 
Philosophers in future times will indeed continue their researches 
into the nature of mind, and each in succession will far outshine his 
predecessor. Yet all these researches will haveanend. Men will 
no longer form erroneous theories, and others arise to prove them 
false; and then to form new ones, perhaps nearer the truth, perhaps 
farther from it. All systems of philosophy eil! be copcluded. A\l- 
though each succeeding age will have to lament over its scholars, 
its christians, and its missionaries, yet the time will come when 
there shall no longer be any to mourn, nor any for whom to mourn. 
The long succession of those who are to submit to the power of 
death, will be concluded. As we have already experienced many 
disappointments, so we find that they are to be continued : but it 
is a happy reflection, that they are at last to be concluded. We 
shall forget to cherish delusive hopes, and to indulge our fancy in 
anticipating future delight, and consequently shall suffer no disap- 
pointments. There will be no rose to wither by the blast of autumn, 
no verdant summer fields to fade beneath the wintry sky. Our 
hopes and fears, our pleasures and our pains will alike be concluded. 

Although the changes in the natural world, the varied seasons of 
the year, will continue to recur when we shall have ceased to know 
them, yet finally they will all be concluded. The spring shall no 
longer return to bestow life and joy upon the vegetable and animal 
creation. The flowers shall no more waken at her approach to re- 
fresh us with their fragrance, or the gentle dews distil to water the 
fainting earth. The ruler of the nations will have ceased to exer- 
cise his mighty power, and the subject to tremble and obey. 

There will not then be any to feel that things of time are passing 
away, or any who will wish to drive this melancholy reflection 
from their minds. Each reflection of the past and each anticipation 
of the future, each passing scene, and time itself shall be concluded. 


—_—_—__ 


ON CONSISTENCY OF CHARACTER. 


1 Krineés xviii.. 21.— If the Lord be God, follow him ; but if Baal, then 
follow him.” 


WERE an inhabitant of some other planet, who was well 
acquainted with our Bible and our religion, commissioned to travel 
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ever New-England, and take a minute survey of the manners, cus- 
toms, characters, and conduct of the citizens, it is believed he would 
be scarcely able to determine, when his labor was accomplished, 
whether we professed the religion of the Bible, or not. He would 
observe several things, which might lead him to suppose that we 
did profess it. Ashe passed from house to house, he would find 
Bibles lying on the shelves ; and he might occasionally lodge with 
a family who offered up the morning and evening sacrifice of prayer. 
He would perceive that one day in the seven was not spent any 
where exactly as the rest ; and that in some places“it was observed 
with a tolerable degree of conformity to the scripture institution of 
the Sabbath. He would find a multitude of houses for public wor- 
ship ; and a class of men who were called preachers of the gospel. 
He would also see rifes resembling the instituted ordinances of the 
gospel occasionally administered ; and he might at times meet with 
a fellow pilgrim, who was free to converse with him respecting the 
true religion. 

These things, and perhaps some others, he would set down as 
indications that we were a christian people—that we professed to 
receive the Bible as truth, and to conform our characters to its holy 
precepts. 

But this evidence, far from being conclusive in itself, would be 
greatly weakened, if not destroyed, by much that was of an opposite 
kind : for though our supposed visitant would observe Bibles in our 
houses, he would be satisfied that many of them were kept more for 
ornament than use, as they had the appearance of being little read ; 
and though one day in seven was not spent in the same manner as 
other days, yet in most places he would see it spent so differentl 
from the design of the Sabbath, that he would be in doubt whether it 
was considered a season of sacred rest, or a season of amusement— 
a holy day, or a holiday ; and though he would hear something 
which was called a preached gospel, still, he would find it, in many 
instances so different from the gospel of the New-Testament, that 
he would conclude it must have been learned from some other 
source besides the volume of inspiration ; and though he would see 
rites administered resembling the ordinances instituted by Christ, 
he would find the subjects of these rites living so much as others 
live, that he could hardly determine whether any thing was intend- 
ed by them or not. Nor would this be al/ the evidence presented 
to him, that the Bible was little, if at all, regarded among us. He 
would see many things allowed and practised, which this holy book 
forbids ; and many others neglected which it solemnly enjoins. He 
would know the awfully interesting nature, and immense impor- 
tance, of the religion of the Bible ; and yet he would find this reli- 
gion, in most cases, exciting but little attention, taking no hold of 
the feelings, and exerting a scarcely perceptible influence on the 
life. Instead of every thing being made subservient to it, as he 
might reasonably expect on supposition it was cordially received, 
he would find it cast into the bark und, and almost every thing 
attended to, sooner and more than this. 

On the whole it is concluded, that such a yisitant would hardly 
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“much occasion to reproach us with inconsistency 3 and were he au- 
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know what to make of us. He would not find us just what he 
might expect, on supposition we received the Bible ; nor just what 
he wight expect, on supposition we rejected it. He would have 


thorised, at his departure, to give us any advice, it might be that of 
the prophet to the children of Israel, “ If the Lord be God, follow 
him; but if Baal, then follow him. If the Bible be true, receive it, 
and be consistent ; but if it be false, reject it, and be consistent. 
At least be consistent somewhere. Come to some fixed conclusion 
in regard to this momentous business, and act accordingly.” 

It is a fact, as is here suggested, there are only éwo conclusions 
we can adopt respecting the Bible. It is either true or false ; and 
it must be either received or rejected. And whatever conclusion 
we honestly form, we shall ail see the propriety of being consistent 
in it, and of being prepared to act up fo it. Let it be considered 
then in the following discussion «hat would be consistent with a 
determination on either side. And, 

First, what will consistency require of us, on supposition we 
reject the Bible as false ? 

in this case, obviously, we ought to destroy all our Bibles. If 
there is no truth in them, why retain them ? Surely we have suffer- 
ed imposition from them long enough. If we will not receive them 
as the word of God, we owe it to ourselves, and we owe it to after 
generations, to blot out the name of Bible trom under heaven. 

On the supposition now before us, we ought also to abolish the 
Sabbath, at jeast so far as it is considered a Divine institution.— 
This institution is founded on the Bible. If therefore the Bible is 
rejected, the Sabbath must be rejected with it. Some of us, to be 
sure, may have been accustomed to have set a high value on our 
Sabbath ; but if the institution has realiy no foundation, then let us 
be imposed upon by it no longer. 

And if the Bible and Sabbath are all a delusion, then let us pro- 
ceed to demolish our Meeting-houses ; or at least, let them be de- 
voted to different purposes. Why should temples be erected, or 
why should any remain that are erected, for the purpose of inculca- 
ting falsehood and imposture ? These stately monuments of their 
father’s folly should not be permitted to descend to other genera- 
tions. 

And not only so, on the supposition we are now considering, 
every minister of the gospel ought to be silenced, if not punished. 
They should be suffered to say no snofe in support of their idle, un- 
founded superstition—they should be suifered to do no more mis- 
chief—if indeed they escape punishment for what they have already 
done. 

Nor is this all,—if the gospel has no foundation in truth, then let 
the ordinances of the gospel be at once swept away. Let there be 
no more churches or pastors, sacraments or religious means ; let 
the voice of prayer be forever hushed ; let itbe a crime so much as 
to mention the name of Jesus; in short, let every thing possible be 
done, to wipe away all trace and vestige, and blot out all remem- 
brance, of the religion of the gospel. 
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These, reader, are some of the consequences of neglecting religion 
—some of the things which to the full extent of our power we must 
do, if we will reject it, and be consistent. Other things equally, 
and more than equally dreadful might be stafed ; but neither my 
own feelings, nor I trust yours, will permit me to proceed. Has 
not enough been said already to make us shudder—enough to im- 
press on us more deeply than any abstract reasoning could, that ¢his 
side of the question must be abandoned, that it will not do to disbe- 
lieve and reject the religion of the gospel. . 

But if we dare not reject this religion, and be consistent ; then let 
us embrace ii, and be consistent. Let us at least be consistent 
somewhere. 

I shall proceed, therefore, in the second place, to shew what con- 
sistency will require of us, on supposition we conclude to receive the 
Bible as truth. And, 

I. If the religion of the Bible is a reality, we ought to attend to it 
immediately. If this religion is a reality it is a tremendous reality. 
If its doctrines are true, they are truths awfully and iamediately 
interesting to mortals. Here we are represented as fallen, guilty, 
ruined creatures, exposed to the instant wrath and vengeance of 
heaven. It is moreover represented, that an infinite Saviour has 
consented to die for us, and that easy offers of mercy are made to 
us. If these oifers are immediately accepted, we may be saved ; 
but if we persist in rejecting them, we must sink, with an endless 
and vastly aggravated condemnation. Such is the representation of 
the Bible respecting us ; and if it is the truth—if our case is really 
so 3 why weare deranged, if we neglect religion, and reject the 
offered mercy, asingle moment. What in the world is there, which 
we can be justified in aifending to, to the neglect of this! « What 
shall it profit a man, if he shal! gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul F”? and yet he is in imminent danger of losing it, every 
moment that he neglects religion. If we will suffer any thing to 
intervene—if we will allow any idle thought, any business, care, or 
concern, to come between the present moment, and our fixed and 
hearty attention to religion ; we do it in face of all consistency, and 
at the hazard of our everlasting welfare. 

Il. If we would be consistent in admitting the reality of religion, 
we must attend to it, not only immediately, but constantly. My 
meaning is, not that we are tobe constantly engaged in the services 
of religion, but that we are to be constantly under the infuence of 
religion. Whatever we do is to be done religiously. Wherever 
we are, the principles of the gospel! must be predominant in our 
minds. ‘That it is required of all those who receive the Bible, is 
evident, because it is enjoined in the Bible. We are there com- 
manded to “ live no longer unto ourselves, but to him who died for 
us and rose again ;” and “whether we eat, or drink, or whatever 
we do,”’ we are to “ do all to the glory of God.”—But if there was 
no command on the subject—the religion of the Bible is so great 
and important, and other things so iitile compared with it, that 
those who receive it must feel their obligations to bestow upon it 
their constant and affectionate regard. Tt has been frequently and 
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justly said, that if this religion was any thing it was every thing. 
{fit is in truth a reality, according tu the supnosi tion now before 
us, it rises toa height, and swells to a magnitude and grandeur, 
which cause all other things to look small indeed. Other concerns 
must indeed be attended to, but this must uniformly rise above 
them. ‘The daily avocations of life must not be neglected, but they 
must be pursued in the fear and for the glory of God. It will be 
madness, reader, in the extreme—admitting x the reality of our holy 
religioa—if we suffer its purifying, sanctifying influence ever more 
to escape from our hearts. 

Ill. If we would be consistent in receiving the Bible as true, 
then its truth must be permitted to sink deep into our hearts, and 
interest our feelings. These truths are not merely speculative no- 
tions. ‘They are not ideas which can be admitted to float in the 
head, while ‘they exert no farther influence. They are awfully in- 
teresting truths ; and where they are really and consistently recelv- 
ed, must take hold of, and try, the feelings of men. It is not possible 
that a person should believe the representation of the Bibie, respec- 
ting his own sin, guilt, and ruin—respecting the ransom which has 
been paid for him, the offers which are made, and the everlasting 
consequences which are depending on his acceptance or rejection of 
these offers ; and still his heart remain unaffected, and his feelings 
unmoved. 

[V. If we would be consistent in admitting the reality of our 
religion, it must be suffered not only to interest our feelings, but to 
regulate our daily practice —Ovr Bible contains precepts as well as 
doctrines. It is a book to be practised as well as believed. It is 
vain indeed therefore to pretend to believe it, unless we will obey 
it—to pretend toadmit it as a system of truth, unless we are e willing 
to practise it in our lives. Ladd, 

V. If we would be consistent in admitting the reality of religion, 
we must make all other things se>servient fo if. ‘This must be with 
us a supreme object, a central po int ; and other things must be es- 
teemed or scorned, pursued or abandoned, according as they bear 
upon our religion. Many persons, instead of making every thing 
subservient to religion, will make religion subservient to other 
things. ‘They wish as much religion as they think will subserve 
their own private interest ; or they will shew as much regard to it 
as they think necessary in order to render them respectable—and 
no more. But this, obviously, is not loving religion at all. It is 
merely using it, as an instrument for pr omoting a private selfish 
end. "If we believe religion to be a reality, and mean to be consist- 
ent in this belief, our religion will be with us a matter of affection, 
and an object to the advancement of which we shail desire to make 
all other things subserve. ‘This is not placing it toohigh. It is not 
attaching to it an importance to which it is not justly entitled. 
‘True religion i is indeed a great subject. If it is any thing, it is 
every thing. Compared with it, in its everlasting consequences, 
what are the riches, honors, and pleasures of this life ? Or what 
indeed is life itself? 
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The subject under consideration, I think every reader will per- 
ceive, places us in very solemn and critical circumstances. We 
have a Bible in our hands, purporting to have come to us from the 
God who made us, and to contain his words. This Bible we must 
receive, or reject ; and either of these conclusions, we have seen, 
implies a great deal. If we will reject this holy book as falsehood, 
and the religion it inculcates as a delusion, and be consistent in it ; 
we have indeed a hard and dreadful task to perform. For in mak- 
ing this conclusion, we must go, not only in face of the clearest 
light and the most conclusive evidence, but in oppesition to the in- 
fluence of education, and the unqualified dictates of our own bosoms. 
And when we have fought our way thus far, and, the conclusion 
ts adopted, our difficulties have but just begun. Having rejected 
the Bible, we must go on with this rejection, and carry it through. 
We must wage everlailine war with the Bible, and with the reli. 
gion it inculcates. We must do all we can, that every Bible on 
earth may be destroyed, the Sabbath abolished, every christian tem- 
ple thrown down, every minister silenced, every church dissolved, 
the ordinances done away, that the voice of prayer be hushed, and in 
short, that no vestige of the false and exploded religion may remain. 
Now this, my readers will perceive, is dreadful work, and the mis- 
- erable creatures who will reject religion, and be consistent, have a 
hard and dreadful task to perform. 

Suppose then we shrink from this conclusion, and adopt the other. 
We will receive the Bible as truth, and the religion it inculcates as 
areality. But this also, let it be remembered, implies a great deal. 
To be consistent in a belief of the Bible, to carry this conclusion 
through, is no trifling concern. It is something more than merely 
to think well of the Bible, and to entertain an idea of attending to 
it occasionally, and at some future day—something more than a 
mere opinion of its correctness, an opinion floating in the head, 
which has little or no influence upon the heart and practice—and 
something more than a willingness to have just about as much reli- 

ion as will be conducive to one’s own supposed respectability or 
interest. When once we have concluded that the religion of the 
Bible is a reality, if we will conduct with any face of consistency, 
we must embrace it immediately, and be under its influence con- 
stantly—we must suffer it to take a strong and deep and everlast- 
ing hold of our affections—-we must adopt it, both as the standard of 
our faith, and the ru'e of our life—and we must consent to place it 
(where, on account of its intrinsic importance, it is justly entitled to 
stand) higher in our regard than any thing else, and make all other 
things subservient to it. If we admit the Bible to be a reality, we 
cannot, with any appearance of consistency, stop an inch short of 
this. For if this religion ig a reality, it is a great reality. Itis a 
tremendous reality. ‘To trifle with it, is to trifle, not with earthly 
riches, pleasures, and honours—not with thrones, or kingdoms, or 
the globe itself—it iste trifle with everlasting things. 

May none of my readers be guilty of such dreadful trifling. May 
none be left to conduct with fatal inconsistency, in respect t» their 
soul’s concerns. We admire consisteney im every thing else ; let 
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us then exhibit it in our religion. If we believe this religion to be 
a reality, let us conduct as though it were so. If we believe it to 
be the greatest of all concerns, let us not cast it into the back ground, 
and treat it as though it were a trifle. Let us consent to live, as 
though time were short, and eternity long—as though death and 
judgment and invisible worlds were near. Thus to live, rest assu- 
red, is no hardship. It is in this life a way of pleasantness and a 
om of peace ; and it conducts, with infallible certainty, to glory, 
onour, and immortality hereafter. P. 


ON CHRISTIAN PRACTICE.—NO. II. 


HAVING, in my first number, briefly brought into view the 
standard of christian morality, the criminal deviations of many pro- 
fessors of religion from this standard will next be noticed. 

It isa melancholy fact, that when no fiery trials are experienced 
by the church as a body, from open persecution or some other sore 
calamity, that its members are wont, commonly, to abate in their 
love and zeal for the Saviour. And in such cases, the wise vireins 
are too apt to slumber and sleep with the foolish. Or at best, there 
follows a great declension of vital piety. And when things fall into 
this lax state, numbers, who view the external badge of Christianity 
conducive to their honour or worldly interest, are ready to seek 
admission into the visible church, how conscious soever they may 
be to themselves, that they never experienced a change of heart. 
In‘such a low state of things, they have but small apprehensions 
that they shall be strictly examined respecting their christian expe- 
rience, or be called to render a particular reason of the foundation 
of the hope that is in them. Nor do they imagine, that their daily 
walk will be strictly scrutinized by their christian brethren. - They 
hope to escape painful reproach and admonitions, and the lash of 
ecclesiastical censure, for their uncircumspect walk. This, there- 
fore, is a suitable season, in which, for the enemy to sow tares, in 
Christ’s field, and for graceless members to come in unawares. It 
is not uncommon for persons who are strangers to experimental 
godliness, to come forward with a professed belief of all the funda- 
mental doctrines and precepts of our holy religion, and openly avow 
themselves the cordial friends of Christ. When religion and church 
discipline are in such a low condition, they, like the subtle adversa- 
ries of God’s church in the days of Ezra the priest, will say, « Let 
us build with you, for we seek your God, as do ye, and we do 
sacrifice unto him,” 

Hence, among our modern poetes of religion, I have noticed 
Avarus, Epicurus, Hilaris, and Libertinus, who are all agreed in 
setting up a different standard of christian morality, from that es- 
tablished by Christ and his inspired Apostles. 

Avarus generally attends on public worship and the Lord’s sup- 
per, at their stated seasons. | But he is so deeply immersed in his 
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secular concerns through the week, that he seldom finds time to 
pray in his family, except on the Sabbath. Nor does he let slip 
his opportunities to transact some worldly business, upon that sacred 
day. His conversation in the interim of the public exercises, does 
not “ savour the things that be of God, but such as be of men.” 
Though he professes his belief that Saturday evening belongs to 
holy time, yet he frequently so arranges his worldly business, as 
not to accomplish it until a number of those sacred hours have 
elapsed. In what an unsuitable frame must Avarus be to attend to 
the devotions of his family, or to meet with God ahd his people in 
the sanctuary ! And how must his perplexities of mind, his entan- 
glements with the affairs of this life, surprisingly retard his progress 
toward christian refiection ! And how does he crouch down under 
the pondrous weight, which he is attempting to carry while he 
thinks himself on his way to the kingdom of heaven !—Who would 
imagine, if he judged from the daily conduct of Avarus, that he was 


one that called himself a friend of Christ, or entertained a hope of 


being saved. But notwithstanding the repeated declarations in the 
divine word, “ that no covetous person shall inherit the kingdom of 
God,” Avarus expects admittance into that blessed kingdom at 
last. 

Epicurus, has also attempted to model his standard of christian 
morality, so as to make it comport with sensual gratifications. His 
sumptuous manner of living, and his free use of ardent spirits, pre- 
pare iim to appear at the sacramental table, with the physiognomy 
of a man gluttonous and a wine-bibber ! His intellects are so fetter- 
ed by their connection with such a mass of unhallowed corpulency 
that he appears to be in a poor condition to run the christian race 
successfully. And this idea is confirmed by Paul, in the following 
words ; “very man that striveth for the mastery, is temperate in 
all things.”? Notwithstanding, Epicurus has such false conceptions 
of what is essential to constitute a christian, that he hopes for salva- 
tion, though he should die in bis present condition ! 

Hilaris, after he had united himself with the church, for a short 
season laid restraints upon his volatile passions. But he soon 
begun to discover his high taste for balls, and parties of pleasure. 
~ And no sooner had his children arrived ‘at a suitable age, than he 
placed them under the tuition of a polite dancing master. He 
treely paid his expensive quarter bills for the acquisition of what he 
deciiailk avery necessary refinement. With much less expense 


and a far more approving conscience, could Hilaris have educated 


his children in the school of Christ, whom he professedly calls his’ 


Lord and Master. I fear he has never suitably noticed the solemn 
exhortation of an inspired Apostle to christian parents, to “ Bring 
up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

1 think that the conduct of Hilaris cannot be accounted for, unless 
he imagines that the fearful woes which God denounced by his 
prophets, upon the members of his ancient church, who spent their 
time at balls and impious festivals, have become obsolete, since the 
commencement of the Christian era. But if Hilaris will not hear 
Moses and the prophets, let him attend to the voice of Jesus Christ 
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and his Apostles. “Woe unto you that laugh now, for ye shall 
mourn and weep.” “ Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and 
the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers at the Lord’s table, 
and the table of devils. Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy ? are 
we stronger than he?” “ Abstain from all appearance of evil.” 
* And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them. For it is a shame to speak of those things, 
which are done of them in secret.””_ “ See that ye walk circumspect- 
ly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil.” SENEX. 


i 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


No. LI. 


Thoughts on the Continuance of War, and on what Principles 
- Peace Associations are to be Encouraged. 


THAT wars and fightings are limited to sinful beings, and that 
they are destructive to peace, life and happiness in the family of 
man are truths, which it requires no proof to establish. It is not 
denied, however, that wars, though great evils in themselves, have 
in their results, been overruled to the extension of knowledge in the 
arts and sciences, and to the promotion of freedom and independ- 
ence. What has been gained, however, to the cause of science and 
literature, by carrying knowledge and means of knowledge from 
nations more civilized to nations less civilized, in the results of 
wars, or what has been gained to the cause of rational liberty, and 
freedom of government in this way, is nothing in comparison with 
the blood and treasure, the lives and happiness, sactiBicad in the camp 
and on the battle-ground. Nor can we trace any thing in the re- 
sults of war to justify the causes, from which it proceeds. All the 
causes may be traced up to one common source. Man’s disaffec- 
tion to his Maker is the originating cause of all the pride of power, 
desire of conquest and ill-will, which engender strive, contention, 
enmity and hatred among men, and lay the foundation for wars and 
fightings. An inspired Apostle points us to this source in his in- 
terrogatories on the subject. “ From whence come wars and fight- 
ings among you? come they not hence even of your lusts, that war 
in your members? ye lust and have not: ye kill and desire to have 
and cannot obtain, ye fight and war.” 

On the subjects of peace and war, much has been written and 
much has been published. Military conquerors have had their eu- 
logists,—martial oe has been extolled, and the glory achieved 
by conquest in the field of battle has employed the poet’s finest 

wers of description :—On the other hand, the blessings of peace 

ave been described in a manner evsaiee 4 inviting to the soul, 
or pourtrayed in contrast with the horrors of war: Statesmen, phi- 
losophers, and poets, have each in their turn arrayed before the 
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mind of man motives to influence to peace, or have entered their 
veto against war ; still wars and fightings prevail in the family of 
man, nor is it reasonable to expect, that they will cease, while the 
human character retains the same moral lineaments, which are now 
its predominant features. 

It is to be apprehended, that many minds, in view of the desira- 
bleness of universal peace, and the prospect presented us in proph- 
ecy, that the time is coming, when this will be the happy condition 
of the world, are too enthusiastic and visionary in their hopes, with 


regard to the means and manner, in which so great a ¢hange is to be 
effected. ‘These hopes, which are built exclusively on a more gen- 
eral diffusion of knowledge, or on the influence of moral suasion in 
allaying the causes of war, or on the melioration and improvements 
in conducting wars, or on the coalition of the friends of peace, are 
hopes, which, though cherished with much confidence, will never be 
realized, in the restoration and continuance of universal peace on 
earth. Such views and such hopes, painted before the mind in 
glaring colours, produce a kind of enchantment, and lead us for the 
moment to conclude, that peace is soon to be universal in the famil 
of man ; but, what is our disappointment to find, that this is all 
theory, and that the fact, as evinced in the experience of man, is 
widely different. 

It is not to be denied, that as nations have advanced in civiliza- 
tion and moral science, wars have been carried on with less barbar- 
ity than among savage nations; yet neither can knowledge, moral 
improvement, persuasion by motive, nor union of effort, nor all uni- 
ted, put an end to wars, till the character of man is radically chan ged. 
They may restrain the angry passions for a season, yet + ta do not 
form the basis on which we can calculate for a permanent and 
lasting peace. 

What if kings and emperors covenant together to rule their sub- 
jects by equitable laws? what if they publish to the world their 
manifestos against war? do pride and ambition rankle in their 
souls ? How soon will they be involved in war! So long as the 
principles of war exist in their hearts, their covenants are no safe- 
guard to peace ! The ambition of kings will no more be confined by 
covenants, than the strength of the giant by the spider’s web ! 

Is there then no antidote against the evil of war? Is there no wa 
in which wars and fightings may be brought to a final close ? Bles- 
sed be God, there is! We are fatnisbedl with an antidote in the 
gospel of Christ ! and in humble reliance on the truth of prophecy, 
we may look forward and rejoice in certain hope, that wars shall one 
day cease. The gospel is the scheme of grace and reconciliation, 
by which man is restored to the love of his Maker and to the love of 
his fellow man. This is the only safe antidote against war, and 
this is effectual only, when it is applied in its regenerating influ- 
ence on the soul of man. Love to God and love to man, constitute 
the principles of action in the soul, which are inculcated by the gos- 
pel, and which are the results of that change, which is the com- 
mencement of man’s reconciliation to God. These are the leading 


principles of action inspired by the gospel, and these are the princi- 
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ples, which in their influence will restore peace to our world. Love 
to God and love to man form the basis, the broad basis, on’ which it 
is safe for us to make calculations for peace on earth. Let these 
principles be extended through the family of man, let them have 

existence in every heart, let them be branched out in all the con- 
duct and conversation of men, and peace, universal peace will be 
the result. The peace announced at the incarnation of Christ, and 
for which the gospel provides, is peace in this way and of this kind : 

it is peace brought about by changing the character of man, so that 
the principles of war shail no longer have existence in his heart. 
Nothing short of this change of moral character will promote in man 
an habitual respect for the rights of his fellow :—nothing short of 
this will contine him to the practice of the holy precepts of the gos- 
pel, and to the exhibition of that love for the happiness of his fellow 
which ts the fulfilling of the law: nothing short of this change will 
restrain him from lifting up the sword against his fellow man. How 
mis‘aken then are the opinions and eff. rts of those, who are advo- 
cates for the cause of peace, and who yet hold to the perfectability 
of the human character, or who deny the necessity of a radical 
chaage of heart, to exterminate the principles of war! Equally mis- 
taken are those, who strive for peace and hope for it, wihent the 
aid of the gospel, or who reject the gospel as a dead letter. All 
hopes of a state of universal peace in our world on other principles 
than those of the gospel, will prove vain. Efforts.to be successful, 

hopes to be realized, must be in connection with the influence of 
the gospel. To aid in the cause of peace, so as to merit the high 
appellation of peace-makers, we must strive to make known, to 
entorce and to caviry out into practice, the principles of the gospel. 
Peace Associations, to be of any worth, must rank and stand on the 

same ground with Bible, Tract and Missionary Associations.— 

These all aii at the same grand object, which is to extend and 
enforce the priaciples of the gospel in the world, to the transforma- 
tion of the moral characters of men into a meetness for heaven. It 
is in aid of the guspel, that these associations are formed, and the 
principles of ac‘ioa taught in the gospel are the principles to be held 
up, and enferced by means of these associations !—If they are not 
auxiliaries to the gospel ; if they do not extend a knowledge of its 
truths, and contribute to render those truths influential on the lives 
of mea, they have no claim to our support. Peace associations are 
to be maintained on the same principles with Bible and missionary 
sovieties. Take any other view of them, you find them existing 
only in name ; while they carry on their front the inscription peace, 
they have w ithin a spirit ‘of discord and of war. These associations 
must apply all their force to the Bible, to send it to the whole family 
of man,—to publish its truths, and by means of them, through the 
blessing of God, to reform the eharacter of our world. The religion 
of the Bible must be the religion of the world, before a final end is 
put to war. The delightful and happy period, foretold by inspired 
men of God, is advancing, when the gospel shall be published to all 
men, and its principles be made to reform the character of our world. 

That glorious change will lay the foundation for perpetual peace. 
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Nations will then respect each other’s rights and dwell in love : 
“They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not lift up the sword against na- 
tion, neither shall they learn war any more ; the confused noise of 
the battle of the warrior shall cease forever, and no more shall gar- 
ments be seen rolled in blood. Truth shall then spring out of the 
earth, and righteousness look down from heaven.”” ‘The moral 
character of the world will be changed—all nations be brought to 
renounce their idolatries, and superstitions, and return to the know- 
ledge and love of God. The earth will then become+one vast tem- 
ple, in which the whole family of man shall worship the Lord Jeho- 
vah, and from which united prayers, and united praises, shall ascend 
as incense to heaven. O how cheering is this prospect in regard 
to our world! What heart does not swell with emotion, to think it 
probable ? what soul is not transported with delight to contemplate 
it, as certain ? and who does not burn with ardour to do something 
towards its advancement ? It is a period not only probable, and de- 
sirable,—it is certain: it is revealed by that God, who cannot lie, 
and who will bring to pass all that he hath promised. 

It is however probable that many more wars, both bloody and 
destructive, will be carried on among the nations, before they shall 
be sufficiently scourged for their impiety. We have much reason 
to believe that the Catholic nations of Europe are to drink still 
deeper of the vials of God’s wrath—that the Mahometan delusion is 
to be destroyed—the Ottoman empire annihilated, and perhaps oth- 
er nations and sections of the globe to be still longer scourged with 
war, before the world shall be restored in its moral character, to 
enjoy a state of universal peace We are not sanguine, as to the 
precise time when that period, so long the object of faith and prayer, 
and hope, shall commence. It is however probable, that we all, 
who are now alive on the earth, shal! have finished our courses, ere 
it shall commence: still we are not to cease our efforts, nor our 
prayers, in aid of the extension of the gospel of peace, till we are 
called to sleep in death! It is our duty, reader, to exhibit in our 
lives the principles of the gospel, and to suppress in our hearts those 
affections and passions, which are the originating causes of war. 





CONVERSATION BETWEEN A FRIEND OF THE PILGRIM AND 
A PROFESSING CHRISTIAN, 


Mr. Pitcrim, 

AS I was sitting the other evening by my fireside, one of my 
neighbours called upon me, and the following conversation ensued, 
which may not be uninteresting to many of your readers. 

F. P. have of late been looking at the conduct of some of my 
brethren, and from what I discover, am led to conclude that the 
direction of St. Paul, « Be ye not conformed to the world,” is not 
generally regarded as binding upon christians at the present day. 
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C. That direction I suppose was given to the Romans in the 
early ages of the church, because it was necessary, at that time, 
for the disciples of Christ to take a more decided stand in their 
intercourse with the surrounding nations, who were heathen. Yet 
I believe it is the duty of christian men, to consider themselves, in 
some sense, as separate from the world. 

F. P. This distinction is, by the practice of too many, narrowed 
down to a mere point,—there is not that striking difference between 
the followers of the Lord Jesus and the men of the world, which the 
rules of the gospel, or the happiness of christians require. I do not 
intend by this, to intimate that christians ought to stand aloof from 
the world, as though they were peculiarly favoured of heaven. 

C. There are some however who, in my opinion, carry this point 
too far, and say to others, “ Stand by thyself, for I am holier than 
thou,” while even the best of christians have nothing, which they 
did not receive. So far, therefore, from thinking themselves better 
than others, they ought to regard all as brethren. 

F. P. That some persons, who profess to be christians, conduct 
in a manner inconsistent with that humility which ought to charac- 
terize the followers of Jesus, cannot be denied : yet there is not so 
much danger of their erring on this side of the question, as of their 
uniting too much with the world. 

C. Well, how far do you suppose this principle of non-conform- 
ity to be applicable to us. : 

F. P. (think we may conclude from the tenor of scripture, that 
christians are bound to live as “ strangers and pilgrims” here, that 
they are to regard the kingdom of their master “as not of this 
world,” and to live as those who seek a better country. 

C. But does not this same Apostle speak of “ becoming all things 
toall men”? and does he not by this, mean that we ought to accom- 
modate ourselves to the situation and disposition of those with whom 
our lot is cast ? 

F. P. There are few passages of scripture which are more per- 
verted than this expression of Paul. He indeed said, “ I am made 
all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.”” The 
object of the Apostle was very different from that of most persons 
who use his language. By accommodating himself to those among 
whom he was, his object was to benefit them in spiritual things ; 
“if by all means I might save some :” his intention was to be 
the instrument of saving their souls. Now the design of those who 
quote this passage, is to become all things to all men, in order that 
they may go smoothly through the world, and avoid the cross which 
the christian is commanded to bear. 

C. If we should follow your rule strictly, we must abandon many 
of those things which afford us pleasure, and our enjoyment, as we 
travel along this rugged journey, must be in a great degree dimin- 
ished. You would not, I presume, have the professor of religion 
seclude himself entirely from the society of men of the world, and 
become a stranger to the sweets of social intercourse ? 

F. P. I do not suppose it to be the duty of a christian to leave 
altogether the society of those who are impenitent, for thus his 
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epportunities of benefitting them by his example and by friendly 
admonition, would be ‘lost : yet great caution and watchfulness is 
necessary when in presence of the ungodly. They are ever watch- 
ing with an eagle eye the deportment, and listening with the utmost 
care to the conversation of one who professes attachment to the cause 
of Christ ; and where they discover any thing incorrect, they plead 
this precedent as an excuse for their wilful acts of impiety. The 
language of every christian should be that of the Psalmist, «I will 
keep my mouth with a bridie, while the wicked is before me.” 

C. But do you imagine there is any thing wrong in visiting with 
our friends i are not hopefully pious, and passing an evening in 
cheerful conversation with them, although they may not profess 
religion ? 

F. P. Our estimate of what is morally wrong ought not always 
to be made from the intrinsic turpitude ef the action, but from the 
effect it produces upon those with whom we associate, and the habit 
which it brings upon ourselves. Besides, many things which are 
not in themselves sinful, a christian ought to avoid, lest his conduct 
in reference to those things, should lead others who may be ignor- 
ant of his motives, or may be disposed to put an unfavourable con- 
struction upon it, to pursue a course leading directly into the 
grossest sins. 

C. It appears to me you are drawing the reins rather hard, and 
do not allow that liberality of sentiment, which many at the present 
day claim as their privilege. There are many-of my acquaintances, 
who are as pious a Mh as you will find, that do not hesitate, in 
the least, to join in parties of pleasure, and pass whole evenings in 
trifling conversation, without even introducing the subject of reli- 
gion ; and some there are, who provide for, and invite promiscuous 
assemblies at their houses. I suppose you would at once anathe- 
matize these, and strike them from your choice list of christian 
worthies ? | 

F. P. How itis, that a pious devout christian can thus devote his 
hours, without saying any thing for the cause which he professes 
to have nearest his heart, I confess myself unable to determine. 
That there are men who profess the temporizing worldly spirit of 
which you speak, I do not dispute ; but that an ardent christian, 
whose heart beats high with gratitude to the Saviour, who redeemed 
his soul from death ; whose bosom glows with compassion for the 
perishing souls around him; how such an one, can live in the 
course you mention, is, I confess,a mystery. I do not say such 
persons are not christians, but I do say, that they do not live near 
to God, that they do not feel the immense obligation resting upon 
them by the command of our Saviour, “If any man will be my dis- 
ciple, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me ;” 
they do not live for the glory of God, and in such a manner as to re- 
view in a dying hour, with composure and satisfaction, the events of 
their life. 

C. Really, Sir, you are quite warm on this subject: why, if you 
were in many circles of professing christians, and respectable peo- 
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ple, and advance these opinions, you would be called “ methodis- 
tical.”” 

F. P. «It is avery small thing that I should be judged of man’s 
judgment.” I am to answer for my conduct at another tribunal, wher 
the earth and the things that are therein shall have passed away ; 
and did many of those “ professing christians” whom you mention, 
act with a more direct reference to this scene, I very much question 
whether they would long indulge in practices so inconsistent with 
scripture, so unlike the example of Christ. 

C. But laying aside the consideration of one’s own enjoyment, 
there are cases in which [ am unable to decide what is my duty, in 
regard to associating with the world. If 1 am invited by a friend 
to be one of a social circle composed principally of professors of 
religion, and I have reason to expect the conversation will be of a 
serious nature ; shall I deeline the invitation, and thus offend my 
friend ? Or if, when I arrive there, I find the company is not what 
[ anticipated, and the conversation is trifling ; shall I be so rude as 
to withdraw, or sit as a statue through the whole evening ? 

F. P. The case you mention is attended with some difficulty to 
the fashionable christian, who wishes to quiet his conscience and 
secure the approbation of the world; but the humble follower of 
Christ, who would follow the example of his Master through evil as 
well as through good report, will, 1 apprehend, be able to determine 
what is duty even in a case so doubtful as you consider this. In 
reference to almost every case of this nature there are circumstan- 
ces which will make one of the courses appear more decidedly the 
path of duty than the other. If one side of the question appears 
doubtful, that is, if it is uncertain whether you can be instrumental 
of any good by going, and it is certain that you will do no injury by 
not going, then your duty is clear. Never take the doubtful side of 
the question, when either is certain. . 

C. But did not our Saviour accept of invitations like this which 
I have menticned ? . 

F. P. True, he went among all classes, and at all seasons ; but 
what was his design in going, and his conduct while there ? He 
came to the “ lost sheep of the house of Israel,’ and in every situa- 
tion he aimed at the spiritual welfare of those to whom he was 
sent, and did not hesitate to reprove the conduct even of these whe 
invited him. You cannot bring the subject to a better rule than 
this, “ What would Jesus Christ do in similar circumstances ? How 
would he conduct ?”? And that you may know his will, carry the 
subject to the throne of grace, and pray that he would “ guide you 
into the way of all truth.”? Let this be the practice of all christians, 
and we should find the line of distinction, between saints and im- 
penitent sinners, drawn with more clearness—and those who love 
the Lord Jesus, would take a more decided stand on the side of 
their Master, and would let their light so shine before an ungodly 
world. that all would take knowledge of them that they had been 
with Jesus. Then would the children of God live as heirs of glory, 
and through the whole of their pilgrimage, would shine brighter ane 
brighter unto the perfect day. a 
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THE AGED SINNER CONVERTED. 


iT was in the fall of the last year that I visited my friends, who 
reside near the banks of the Hudson, and at no great distance from 
the city from which that majestic river, justly esteemed the orna- 
ment and pride of a sister state, derives its name. ‘The Hudson 
was well calculated to fill the soul with gratitude, and to inspire 
within the bosom of man a realizing sense of his dependance upon 
the goodness of God ; for the bounties of his Providence were pro- 
fusely scattered over the wide bosom of nature, andgthe labours of 
the husbandinan were every where crowned with the most plenti- 
ful success. Yet, to the labourer in the vineyard of the Almighty, 
there was exhibited a harvest, that far exceeded the rich harvest of 
nature ; and to him was addressed a ‘< still small voice,’ as of the 
whisperings of the @$pirit, that invited him to join the few, but 
faithful few, who laboured for the salvation of souls, and the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer’s cause. Yes, plentiful were the effu- 
sions of the Spirit, and great indeed were the multitudes who seemed 
eager to make their calling and their election sure. But as a pil- 
grim, I was peculiarly interested in the situation of an aged man, 
who served as a ferryman across the waters of the Hudson. ‘The 
frosts of three score years and ten had whitened the few remaining 
locks that still glistened upon his hoary head. But the substance 
of those years had been devoted to the vilest of pleasures, and he 
had now, on the verge of eternity, been brought to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of his Saviour and his God. He had followed the last 
remains of multitudes of his associates as they were borne before 
him to the cold and silent tomb, and only here and there could he 
now point you to a surviving companion of his early days. He had 
beheld the providences of his Maker as they were continually man- 
ifested in the works of creation around him, and had himself fre- 
quently met with the chastening dispensations of an offended God, 
for ence he had those whom he could venture to call his own—a 
tender wife and a circle of affectionate children. But all his hopes 
of happiness upon earth had long since been forever blighted ; for 
he had consigned them one after another to an untimely grave. He 
indeed felt the rod, but had never been brought to kiss the hand 
that afflicted him, and in his heart to exclaim, “ though he slay me 
yet will I trust in hiss ;°? for he knew not the Lord. He had often 
tov, in his early life, sat Loneath the droppings of the sanctuary, 
and listened to the exposition of the word of God, but he had 
listened merely to despise ; for, at that period of life, when he 
should have been alienated from the world and prepared to pass 
the waters of Jordon, he rejected his Master, and denied the exis- 
tence of an approaching eternity. Yes, he trusted that his immor- 
tal Spirit would finally perish with his frail body in the grave ; he 
believéd in the dissolution of the soul. Such was once the charac- 
ter of this aged man—but now, how astonishing the contrast !—O ! 
it could not but rejoice the heart of the believer in Jesus to behold 
this once vilest of men, so deeply, so completely humbled beneath 
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the feet of that Saviour, whom he once delighted to — fx 


could not but rejoice the heart of the believer in Jesus, to listen to 
the grateful accents of those lips, and to catch the holy effusions ot 
that Spirit, which once was filled with blasphemy ; and which 
once, like the spirit of Saul, breathed forth nothing but threatenings 
and slaughter against the people of the Lord. 

Here then was a man, whose whole character in the highest de- 
gree exemplified the power and the grace of God, in his conversion. 
Daring the iong space of seventy years he had lived, absolutely 
lived under the bondage of satan, held down by chains of the vilest 
degradation. But, just previous to the extinction of the last glim- 
mering ray, that was to mark the termination of his mortal exis- 
tence, and which, it was feared, would seal his soul over to eternal 
perdition, it pleased the Almighty to select him from among thou- 
sands, who were far better than himself, as a chosen vessel of his 
mercy. And he now siands, in the eyes of tie world, an astonish - 
ing evidence of the grace of Almighty God. *W. *D* 


“ A HAUGHTY SPIRIT BEFORE A FALL.’* 


NOTWITHSTANDING man has justly been described “a 
creature of yesterday, knowing comparatively nothing,” and 
his reason, when properly exercised, always recognizes this de- 
scription as truth ; still there are many, who show, by their appear- 
ance and conduci, that they regard themselves in a very different 
light. There are not a few who would be thought of too much con- 
sequence to be looked upon as beings “ crushed before the moth ;”’ 
and who are viten so obstinate in an erroneous opinion of them- 
selves, that they seldom if ever know what they really are. In 
short they are proud. Althoughit would puzzle a candid observer, 
and even themselves, to describe the real cause and support of 
their pride, siill, in spite of the perplexity of the question, they go 
forward, as if its fuuncation were perfectly secure, building thereon 
their visionary fabrics of grandeur and applause, and never dream- 
ing that all is as liable to destruction as the bubble on the breeze. 
Their own good sense, though it may be scanty, might teach them 
the absurdity of being proud of any thing which they call their own. 
If bodily sivength or personal beauty has fostered their passion, let 
them go to the beasts of the field, and to the birds and flowers of 
spring ; and they cannot .ut blush at the folly of thinking so highly 
of their own excellent qualities. Or, if they are elated in view of 
their great attainments in knowledge, certainly, if they know any 
thing, they must know, that their ignorance, compared with their 
knowledge, is beyond calculation the greater. Fay they are con- 
scious that there is not an object of sense or thought about which 
questions cannot be immediately raised, to answer which the powers 
of man are wholly inadequate. If a fortunate concurrence of 
events has raised some one above his fellows, and thus made him the 


* See frontispiece 
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object of their applause and envy, still the question may be asked 
with propriety, what mighty deeds has he performed with which 
his pride and vanity have been so fully fed? If the world does look 
upon them as great and illustrious, are they such as required the 
exercise of any peculiarly eminent powers either of body or mind ? 
No; this great man himself must be convinced, if he reflects at all, 
that almost any other person, circumstanced as he was, would have 
done all that he has done. It is indeed strange, that when there are 
ten thousand things to make man humble, oad few, if any, to foster 
his pride, humility should, notwithstanding, be the least prominent 
feature in his character. , : 

But similar, and frequently allied to pride, is a haughty spirit, 
which, as the scripture declares, goeth before a fall, and which it 
was our intention to consider with reference to that declaration. 

It is undoubtedly true that feelings of pride exist in a greater or 
less degree with sk pstoums, even with those who have been most 
successful in vanquishing their spiritual foes ; an1 that this spirit of 
haughtiness, is an imaginary being, daily observation presents us 
with too many instances of its reality to justify the belief. How 
often are we compelled to see one, who, if he converses with another, 
does it as if he belonged to a superior order of beings, who engages 
in the necessary concerns of life, as if his sphere of action was 
far above these ; who walks the earth as if it was too filthy for his 
steps, and who would show, by his discontent and uneasiness, that 
even this atmosphere is not his native element. If some should 
think this an overdrawn picture, it is nevertheless confidently 
affirmed that there are not a few, who carry with them many of its 
peculiar delineations ; who recognize themselves only as eminences 
which diversify the otherwise dead level of the human race, who 
might be searched in vain for a discovery of any thing like genuine 
modest humility, and who disagree with all the world in the esti- 
mation of themselves. Are there not many whose vanity is contin- 
ually inflated by a kind of complacency in their own worth, 
incompatible with that docility of mind which creatures ignorant as 
man, should always possess ; and without which their progress in 
learning must be slow in the extreme! Do not the actions of many 
evince that they have not the meekness of the gospel, that they have 
never learned contrition of heart at the cross of Christ, and that 
self-abasement, the necessary attendant of true piety, is the object 
of their most cordial aversion ? Such there have been, and they 
were brought low ; such there are, and they too will be abased. 

This haughty spirit is inconsistent with the nature of man, and 
therefore it must end in destruction. It is indeed consistent with 
his depraved inclinations ; but what is implied by the assertion, is, 
that it has no connection with his natural endowments. He, at best, 
is a weak, ignorant, and dying creature, wholly dependent on his 
creator for all that supports him in existence, and that ministers to 
his necessities and enjoyments. Nor can he be independent of his 
fellow beings. Their aid and sympathy and instruction he must 
have, or the spark of life will go out as soon as kindled, or, if it 
awhile survive, will only glimmer on the darkness of misery. And 
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this is the creature to be proud and haughty. How absurd! I had 
almost said, how impossible! {fin his madness he climbs a height 
so tottering and baseless, he must inevitably fall. 

This spir rit too is at war with the happiness of man, and therefore it 
must be destroyed. If only worldly happiness is considered, even 
this cannot be known to him who steps so far above the humble vale 
where nature intended him to walk, and where alone are found the 
frui's of social and domestic peace. His high passion bears him 
away from that temperance of feeling and that regard for familiar 
intercourse, which are indispensable to enjoymentin this probation- 
ary stale. His proud spirit forvids him to settle down in the quiet- 
Nes: < social ec juality, and therefore he must be alone inall that he 
Fa He feeds on the emptiness of vanity, and leanness is in his 
soul. ile is unable to be complacent toward others, for all his 
esteem uiust centre 1a himself, thus becoming an exile in society, 
a sivanger at his own house. Unhappy mortal ! his haughty spirit 
is his ruin. 

‘Lins is aiso opposed to the spirit of religion, and therefore it 
takes hold on des‘ruction. Meekness is inseparable from the religion 
of Christ. Repentance for sin necessarily produces self -abasement ; ; 
an nen ice with the corruptions of the heart must beget self- 
loathing : ead the feelings of charity cannot exist along with the 
mtriuurs of "pride, and ° rhe boastings of arrogance. in short, ever 
principle of religion is directly contrary to “this insolence of se | 
If, without religion then, we are unsafe, certainly with a haughty 
spirit, we are in danger. if humility is a test of piety, pride i isa 
test Of impiety. If the one fits for salvation, the other ripens for 
destruction. 

Most solemn and awful then is the truth, that « pride goeth before 
destructiou, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” That proud mor- 

tal, who now elories in his greatness and seems secure in his 
strength, is in the most imminent danger. His false boastings will 
soun end in sorrow ; his high hopes be dashed at once ; and himself 
fail into the yawning gulf, unless he immediately comes down to 
the level of charitable feeling, to the humility of repentance, and to 
ihe meekness of the gospel. That haughty sinner, who perhaps 
considers it as unmanty to be religious, who would even be ashamed 
to be found on his knees in supplicating pardon from an offended 
God, aad to acknowledge Christ as his Saviour, and who seems to 
live i in dehance of death “and eternity ; that sinner will shortly sink 
into the fathomless pit, where alone can be suffered the pride “of the 
imperient and the arrogance of fiends, unless he complies immedi- 
ately with the humiliating terms of salvation. y.s 
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A COLLOQUY. 


George. Strange doctrine this, Charles, which our minister has 
taught us to-day ! Accor ding to his theory, we are liable to eterna! 
punishment for doing as w ell as we know how. 
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Charles. You give a false colouring to the subject. He did 
indeed say that sincerity in error could form no excuse for our guilt ; 
nor shield us from its consequences. 

G. If then I do what I sincerely believe to be right, am I to be 
punished for it ? Suppose my belief does not exactly coincide with 
yours ; even suppose it to be very erroneous: If I am firmly per- 
suaded of the truth of my principles, and by them regulate my con- 
duct, God will accept my services, though imperfect. Otherwise 
he would be a hard master. ee 

C. Upon what do you ground your opinion ? Not upon the Bible, 
certainly. ! 

G. Yes, my belief is founded not only on reason, but on scrip- 
ture. “The sin of ignorance shall be winked at.”? “ He who 
knew not his Lord’s will, though he did things worthy of stripes, 
shall be beaten with few stripes.” There is another passage exactly 
in point ; “ As a man thinketh, so is he ;”? which plainly implies 
that it is not so much the outward action which God regards, as 
sincerity of heart in its performance. Is not this conclusive ? 

C. Your arguments appear very plausible. But let us examine 
them a little more minutely ; and perhaps we shall find that neither 
reason vor scripture favour them so much as you imagine. Reason 
you say teaches that God would be ahard master, should he punish 
you for the violation of his commands through ignorance : or, in 
other words, any action in the performance of which you are sincere, 
must necessarily be right. ‘This sounds very well in theory ; but 
what is its practical influence ? It is a plain command of God, 
« Thou shalt not steal.” If you, by any process of reasoning, can 
persuade yourself that it is right for you to take the property of 
your richer neighbour, and convert it to your own use, will you in 
this way be justified in stealing ? What says your boasted reason ? 
Again, Christ has told us; “ He that believeth shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be damned.” Suppose you persuade 
yourself that you may be saved, although you do not believe ? Will 
your, persuasion destroy the truth of the Saviour’s declaration ? 
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but his word shall not pass 
away. Saul of Tarsus verily thought he ought to do many things 
contrary to the-name of Jesus of Nazareth. Ask this bloody per- 
secutor, when smitten to the ground, on his way to Damascus, 
whether he thinks such conduct pleasing to his Maker. The per- 
secutors and murderers of the primitive christians thought they 
were doing God service. Will he therefore reward them as his 
faithful servants ? 

G. They were, doubtless, guilty: for they had the opportunity of 
knowing better. 

C. This is the very point to which I was coming: viz. that a man 
is accountable for the very manner in which he forms his belief. If 
we were excluded from all possibility of knowing the truth, this 
might form some excuse for our embracing error. But as it is, we 
have no cloak for our sin. Born in a Christian country, where the 
means of informatien are generally diffused, with the gospel preach- 
ed in our hearing, and the Bible in our hands, if we neglect to in- 
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form ourselves on the subject of religion, and die in ignorance, we 
can never plead this ignorance at the bar of God, as an excuse for 
our sins. Suppose a vospel sinner at the judgment seat is asked, 
“ Have you complied with the requis.tion of the gospel?’ He 
answers, “1 was not aware that any thing was rv quired of me.” 
* Did you possess the Bible?” “ Yes, but { never read it.”” “ Was 
the gospel preached in your village =’ “ Yes, but I never heard it.” 
May not the Judge in justice say, “ Take ye the wicked and sloth- 
ful servant, bind him hand and foot, and cast him into outer 
darkness =”? His very ignorance may be an additional ground for 
his condemnation. For in this case, he stands char ged, not only 
with the violation of God’s law, but also with casting contempt upon 
ot means which he has instituted to make known his law. 

. Error is sometimes propagated from the pulpit. Is not this 
mo excuse for those who are led astray ? 

[t is but too true that some who occ ‘upy that sacred place, 
Par was designed to be the vehicle of truth, have turned the truth 
of God into a lie; and, instead of preaching to save the souls of men, 
preach to please their corrupt and depraved inclinations. Such 
will doubtless have a doubly dreadful account to render at the last 
day: yet their hearers need not be led astray, for they possess the 
means of knowing the truth—they have the ‘Bible, that sure word 
of prophecy, unto which they would do well to take heed, for it is 
able to make them wise unto salvation. But if, through hatred to 
the truth and love to sin, they are not able to bear sound doctrine, 
and thus turn away from the truth to hear smooth things, they must 
suffer the consequences of their delusions. 

G. Your arguments are certainly of some weight. But what will 
you do with ‘such passages of scripture as those already quoted, 
which speak of the sin of ignorance, of him who knew not his Lord’s 
will? &c. 

C. [| understand their plain and obvious meaning to be this,—that 
men will not have to answer for the abuse of privileges which they 
neverenjoyed. For instance, the errors of the heathen, so far as 
they result from necessary ignorance, must be chargeable, either to 
their ancestors, who have rejected the gospel, or to Christian 
nations, who have refused to impart it to them. 

“ Asa man thinketh, sois he.” This [ most firmly believe. If 
he thinks right, he is right: if he thinks wrong, he is wrong. In 
other words; it is motive which gives character to an action. It is 
the secrets of the heart which God will judge. If the heart be right, 
the conduct is necessarily so: if the heart be wrong, the conduct 
is so likewise. The man, therefore, who ignorantly embraces, and 
sincerely believes erroneous principles, and by them governs his 
actions, when the means of discovering the truth are within his 
reach, is, in the sight of God, equally g ouilty with him, who performs 
the same actions ‘cont! rarv to his principles. Deny this, and you 
give mankind full license to work all iniquity. You justify the 
drunkard and the voluptuary, the profane swearer and the homi- 
cide: for it is nota difficult task for a man to persuade himself, that 
an action is right, when his heart is set upon its performance. 

(>. T will think more of this subject. 
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OBITUARY. 


DIED, at Woodbury, on the 8th Nov. Miss Erizaneru Horcu: 
niss, aged 29. It is not to applaud the virtues of the deceased, 
nor to gratify the feelings of surviving relatives, but to exhibit the 
riches of divine grace, that the following statements are presented to 
the public. In early life, the deceased was dedicated to God in the 
ordinance of baptism, and was the subject of maternal prayers and 
counsels. Being possessed of a contemplative mindgshe never had 
that relish for society and parties of amusement which is exercised 
by many youth. In Oct. 1820, she was called to a separation from 





her youngest sister, to whom she was united by the strongest ties of 


affection. A few months after her death, she began to mourn because 
she had not been an example of piety to her departed sister: her 
conscience accused her, and she resolved to attend to the salvation 
of her soul. Her anxiety continued, in some degree, until the next 
April, when her anguish of mind became exceedingly poignant: 
the awful majesty of God—the severity of his law—the nature of sin 
and its consequences, were the subjects of her incessant meditations. 
Her convictions increased, until she enjoyed freedom from her 
bondage, which, according to her own words, took place the latter 
part of May. The circumstances of her conversion were of a pecu- 

iar nature. A christian friend came to her, and discovering her 
gloom and despondency, told her “ that Jesus Christ had come into 
the world to save sinners.”” She gratefully received these tidings, and 
in a few moments the light of God’s presence imparted peace to her 
soul. Her views were bright and her enjoyments uninterrupted. 
After six months had elapsed, she coveenntall publicly to walk with 
God: but she had not long to dwell with the church militant; a 
mansion of unfading glory was preparing. On the 15th of Oct. she 
was attacked by the typhus fever, which terminated her earthly exist- 
ence. Subsequent to her confinement, she was heard to say several 
times, “ I am happy; O yes, I feel happy.” Being asked in what 
she was happy, she replied, « I am happy in view of the goodness of 
God and of a long eternity.” After seasons of deep distress, some 
medicine being administered to her, she remarked to those who were 
near her, “ You do too much for me; Christ had nothing to take but 
vinegar mixed with gall. O how good is my heavenly Father, in 
raising up friends to take care of such an unworthy sinner! I feel 
that I ought to be patient under my trials, for I have sinned all my 
days.” At intervals of ease, she frequently exclaimed, “ Who would 
have thought that God could have manifested himself so wonderful- 
ly to my soul? This bed of sickness is to me a pleasant place; never 
did I think, before, that I could have been so resigned to death !” 
After a night of distress, she was asked by her father, in reference to 
her health, « How do you feel?” « I feel,’’ said she, “ a resignation 
to the will of God—His will is my will.”? Her brother, who was a 
prone of religion, standing by her bed side, enquired of her if she 

new him, to which she answered, “ Yes, I know you well; you are 
a child of God.” In the morning of her last Sabbath on earth, being 


35 








| 
| 
| 
| 





«mg 
nes — ~ 


Smeser te 


fT 


= 
em 














Rg acati 


SR Fe RN 
bits = 


. ——— 

- Riis rh 

mom ™ 
— 


Saeed o- Ti, 
—, 


ane 


I 

| 
th 
; i 
L 


e } 
Le 
2 a 
it | i ie 
St it t 


a 


ere ae 
Bache. 


=aeneien —~ -- - iow ———-- oe sae mp = SS Bs = nae wee ais = <e-mail eee ; _ ee 

1700 an --agier<ppune~gebeiee on Pa ~ . x ame See = Fl Snes Sieg: more 2: oe Pf beaut a art | ip enactment a SRS —— 
Re — _— — - - . 
a ~ a ae ie Me SE or 3 tag © ald ieeies, peels = Pr >. = =n = . . - 

- € - - , ~ ~ — — =~ ona ~~ one _ - 2 - . : . s a ; beats 
- t ne eee ~ - a = : ; - Senemhipiemenes a oS ~ rere 
is . See Se Mae $ Se. ss 
RE -- iat pectin — ah) = SF - ; = : Sages “gi eo a 





260 Obituary. 


told that the Church would that day have a season of communion, 
she expressed with rapture her belief “ that they would have a pro- 
fitable season, especially if they enjoyed the presence of God.’” 
Concerning lukewarm christians, she not unfrequently made these 
remarks: “ When will stupid professors awake ? They must not 
live in this manner. Do they have aspirit of prayer? Do they pray 
for the impenitent ?” She likewise manifested by her conversation 
a peculiar anxiety for sinners. “0,” said she, “ why do not trans- 
gressors go to the Saviour? God has done se much for them, how 
can they delay ? O that they would remember this free salvation ‘ 
ff they would accept it, I would willingly forget my pains and 
troubles. © that my companions would prepare for this bed of 
death!’ Her feelings in regard to a particular friend, she expressed 
in the following manner, to one who took considerable care of her in 
her sickness: “ I wish he might no longer put off the salvation of his 
soul. Christ is the door, and [ long to have him cast his burdens 
upon him. 0 if he would now resolve !—if he would seek as long as 
he lives, I would soon forget my joys and sorrows.”? Through the 
whole course of her illness, she showed that her attachment to the 
world was dissolved, for she often stated to some of her friends. 
“ that she believed this world was vanity, and that to her it seemed 
a wonder how creatures could place their affeetions on these imper- 
fect objects.’” In her seasons of communion with God, she dwelt on 
the love of Christ, and usually uttered, with a low tone, the follow 
mg lines: 
* Behold what wondrous grace 
The Father hath bestowed 


On sinners, of a mortal race, 
To call them sons of God.” 


Her confidence im Christ, and that serenity of mmd which she haé 
incessantly enjoyed, seemed to add a peculiar lustre to the closing 
scene. Being informed that she was dying, she stated explicitly that 
she “had no fears”—and requested her pious friends to pray for 
her. Her speech soon failed ; and when her features were sinking 
im the agonies of death, there seemed to light upon them the hope of @ 
blessed immortality. At two o’clock in the night, without a strug- 
gle or a sigh, or even the distortion of a limb, she met with her de- 
sired release from this cottage of vlay. Thus died this daughter of 
Zion. That form which was once so expressive of intelligence and 
activity, is now chilled by the hand of death; but the spirit, that 
glorious luminary, has fled from our earth, that it might brighten in 
other systems and glow in a purer clime. While her companions 
feel the pangs of separation, they cannot but retrace the scenes of 
departed days. In meetings of inquiry, they have heard her sighs of 
distress, and mingled, with her, their tears of anxiety. The period 
of her espousal to Christ, called forth among them a new song of 
praise, because another had been added to their number. In the 
circle of converts, her seat has generally been occupied ; and after 
the exercises, she has related to some of them the happy feelings of 
her soul. They have taken sweet counsel with her, while they have 
walked to the house of God. Nor can they forget those rich banquets 
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which have had an influence to prepare her to drink of the fruit of 
the vine in the kingdom of her Fathcr. While their hearts’ begin to 
swell with grief, let them remember that unseen hand, which has 
protected her through the wilderness and safely conveyed her to the 
shore of promise. When they have a rising wish that she had not 
been removed, let them reflect that, by her removal, God has been 
glorified ; and let them contemplate her amid the intelligences of 
Heaven. No sins, no sorrows eclipse her glory. The song of 
redemption, which delighted her soul before it burst from its taber- 
nacle, she now sings in “ strains sweet as angels use.” With “ the 
spirits of just men made perfect,” she dwells on the perfections of 
God with unceasing rapture, and “is transformed into his image 
from glory to glory.” 

That long eternity, into which she looked with pleasure during the 
last moments of her probation, unfolds to her view its wonders, and 
“those joys which are unspeakable and full of glory.” Who of her 
associates, for the sake of enjoying her company a few days, would 
interrupt her felicity, take from her the palm of victory, and return 
her to this field of contest? Who, for a momentary gratification, 
would rob the hosts of Heaven of one of their number, and wish her 
again to linger amid the perils of mortality? Cheerfully we resign 
her into the hands of Ged. Cease, then, our unhallowed wishes, “ it 
ts the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good.” 

Let lukewarm christians regard the entreaties of this departed 
saint. With the vista of futurity before her, she urged them te 
awake. Their days of conflict, and their opportunities for prayer 
and exertion, like her’s, may soon terminate. ‘There is then no time 
to lose. If they have duties to discharge in regard to themselves, 
their friends, the church of God, or society, let them perform them 
immediately ; “for the night cometh in which no man can work.” 

Thoughtless sinners ! she who has gone, wept for you, and in the 
fervency of her soul, prayed that you might accept the salvation of 
the gospel. Being on the confines of eternity, and viewing your 
condition, she could not but realize your danger. She saw that all 
your expectations of good would vanish at the hour of dissolution, 
and that there would be nothing in prospect but the wrath of God. 
O that her dying counsels, which you have just read, might incite 
you to seek the christian’s better portion, and to improve wisely this 
season of grace! Defer not the concerns of your immortality, 
« Lest, coming suddenly, your Lord shall find you sleeping.” 

To the youth is this instance of mortality a particular warning : 
the sods of the ee may shortly press upon your bosoms, which 
are now beating in health, and your timely visions, like her’s, may 
unexpectedly be darkened by the approach of death. You know 
not but the snows of the ensuing winter, which shall descend upon 
her tomb, may whiten your dust, mingling with the assembly of the 
dead. Resolve, therefore, no longer to resist the calls of me Boab ron 
love and the messages of grace. Now, while you enjoy health of 
body and the exercise of your intellect—now, while you have time 
for repentance, which may be taken from you the next hour—now, 
and not upon a sick bed, nor in the struggles of dissolution—now, 
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Poetry. 


while Ged commands, prepare for death. Then you will be enabled 
ike dying Elizabeth, to “ look into a long eternity with pleasure.” 


« 


POETRY 


THE SAILOR’S FUNERAL.. 
Che ragmg storm was caim’d and still’, 
ind sadness now each bosom fill’d. 
is \e assembled siow 
For every saudor mourn’d the lad. 
Whose pailict features death had clad. 
ind artless was our woe. 


We pijae’d him on:the vessel’s side, 

tnd waveless was the dark biue tide. 
About to close around im 

We heard no bell—we saw no bier, 

Nor kindred triends to dron a tear, 
4s in the sheet we sound him 


The winds were sighing thro’ the shrouds 
The moon was shining thro’ the cionds, 
And soft her beams were pourmg 
And then we gather’d round the head, 
ind silent gaz’d upon the dead, 
While distant waves were roarmng 


‘Twas then we thought that, far away. 
His widow’d mother, dav by day, 
Wouid pray for fis returning 
ow little sisters watch’d cach seal, 
And disappointed, oft turn pale, 
Bv lamp atamdmegnt ourmng 


Then siow we ras’d Inm o’er the side 
tnd gently downward let lim gtide, 
tnd piac’d lim on the nilow 
he waters round lnm smoothiy clos qd, 
4s on their bosom he repos’d, 

\nd made ther deep Ins milow 


- 


0 sailor! lowlyas thy bedi— 

ind few the tears-for thee are shed, 
For few will mourn for thee 

But sad welay thee here in peace, 

\nd round thee corals shail increase, 
\nd thou shait sieep most peacetfuily 


But here thou shait not always rest, 

With waters roiling o’er thy breast,— 
For thou again shait mse 

\nd thou the vmce of Heaven wilt hear, 

Winch wakes the just both far and near. 
Yna cails them to the skies 
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before a fall.” 


Pride goeth before destruction, 























Practical Piety Universally Inculcated. 


EXTRACTS. 
PRACTICAL PIETY UNIVERSALLY INCULCATED. 


NOT only magistrates and ministers, but every living soul, is now 
obliged to acknowledge God in this work, and put to his hand to 
promote it, as they would not expose themselves to God’s curse. 
All sorts of persons, throughout the whole congregation of Israel, 
great and small, rich and poor, men and women, he}ped to build the 
tabernacle in the wilderness ; some in one way, others in another; 
each one according to his capacity: Every one whose heart stirred 
him up, and every one whom his Spirit made willing; all sorts cou- 
tributed, and all sorts were employed in that affair, in labours of their 
hands, both men and women: Some brought gold and silver; others 
blue, purple, and scarlet, and fine linen; others offered an offering 
of brass ; others, with whom was found Shittim wood, brought it an 
offering to the Lord: The rulers brought onyx stones, and spice, and 
oil; and some brought goats’ hair; and some rams’ skins, and 
others badgers’ skins—See Exod. xxxv. 20, &c. And we are told, 
verse 29. “ The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto 
the Lord, every man and woman, whose heart made them willing.” 
And thus it ought to be in this day of building the tabernacle of 
God; with such a willing and cheerful heart, ought every man, 
woman, and child, to do something to promote this work : Those that 
have not onyx stones, or are not able to bring gold or silver, yet may 
bring goats’ hair. . ’ 

As all sorts of persons were employed in building the tabernacle 
in the wilderness, so the whole congregation of Israel were called 
together to set up the tabernacle in Shiloh, after they came into Ca- 
naan, Josh. xviii. 1. And soagain, the whole congregation of Israel 
were gathered together, to bring up the ark of God, from Kirjath- 
jearim ; and again, they were all assembled to bring it up, out of the 
house of Obed Edom into mount Zion; so again, all Israel met 
together to assist in the great affair of the dedication of the temple, 
and bringing the ark into it: So we have an account, how that all 
sorts assisted in the rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, not only the 
proper inhabitants of Jerusalem, but those that dwelt in other parts 
of the land ; not only the priests and rulers, but the Nethinims and 
merchants, husbandmen, and mechanics, and women. Neh. iii. 5, 
12, 26, 31,32. And we have an account of one and another, that he 
repaired over against his house, ver. 10, and 23, 28, and of one that 
repaired over ~— his chamber, ver. 50. So now, at this time of 
the rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, every one ought to promote 
the work of God within his own sphere, and by doing what belongs 
to him, in the place in which God has set him: Men in a private 
capacity, may repair over against their houses : And even those 
that have not the government of families, and have but part of an 
house belonging to them, should repair, each one over against his 
chamber : And every one should be engaged to do the utmost that 
lies in his power, labouring with the utmost watchfulness, care and 
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hg with united hearts, and united strength, and the greatest 
readiness, to assist one another in this work : As God’s people 
rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem ; who were so diligent in the work, 
that they wrought from break of day, till the stars appeared, and 
did not so much as put off their clothes in the night ; and wrought 
with that care and watchfulness, that with one hand they wrought 
in the work, and with the other hand heid a weapon ; besides the 
guard they set to defend them; and were so well united in it, that 
they took care, that one should stand ready, with a trumpet in his 
hand, that if any were assaulted in one part, those in the other parts, 
at the sound of the trumpet, might resort to them, and help them. 


Neh. iv. at the latter end. 
Edwards on the Revival in New-England. 


AN ADDRESS TO HEADS OF FAMILIES. 


HOW apparent are the equity and reasonableness of stated fam- 
ily religion, morning and evening addresses to Ged ! What unjust, 
what unreasonable beings are prayerless families !— Whether such 
irrational families have any title to the name of christian families, 
let every reader judge. 

The beauty and decency of family religion, instruction and prayer, 
are also very apparent. 

To vegin and finish the labours, trials, enjoyments of every day, 
with God, hath a visible fitness and decorum in it, in the eyes of 
every man who believeth the providence of God, and hath any 
sense of moral beauty: If every thing is beautiful in its season, there 
is certainly a beauty, a family beauty, in morning and evening 
prayer, performed with wisdom, gravity and affection. 

How becoming is it for a master, a father, sensible of his own 
insufficiency, every morning and evening to commend his family 
and flock to the Great Being who is sufficient to guard, provide for, 
and bless them all ! 

And how incompetent a head of a family is ke, how unworthy to 
stand there, who is not able to direct, assist, and lead his family in 
this great affair ? How ill an opinion must a man of reflection have 
of himself, and how ill satisfied must he be in his own conduct, who 
goeth on in the omission of a practice which hath so much reason on 
its side, and so much decency attending it ! 

What impiety and ingratitude, if I may use so free an expres- 
sion ; what ill-manners towards God, is he guilty of, who dare go 
out and come in, lie down and rise up, send forth and call in his 
family, eat, drink, and wear God’s created comforts, without a 
solemn owning of God, in whom he knoweth that he and his family 
all live, breathe, move, and have their being ! 

And families who find time to eat and drink and sleep, to work, 
visit and play, must not plead that “they cannot find time to pray.” 
Find a heart, and you will find time. Is it not absurd, and un- 
handsome (says Dr. Barrow) to say, “ I cannot wait on God, because 
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I must wait on a friend ; I cannot go to church because I must go 
to the market ; I cannot stand to pray, because I must receive 
money.” ‘The true reason why we pray so seldom is not that we 
are so very we! but because we are extremely idle—to reduce 
our wandering thoughts, &c. 

And, as Mr. Howe observes, it must surely be some great thin 
that must exclude family religion, something more important and 
necessary than religion itself; yet he justly represents religion as 
so necessary to the being and welfare of the world, that but for it, 
the world had been pulled in pieces about the ears of its inhabitants 


—_ age. 
To finish this argument, ye, my friends, who can find no time to 
pray, will, in a while, have time found you tobe sick and die ; then, 
when too late, your eyes will open, and your minds change. 

Burne. 


ae 


AUTUMN. 


« THERE is an even tide in human life : a season when the eye 
becomes dim, and the strength decays, and when the winter of a 
begins to shed upon the human head, its prophetic snow. It is the 
season of life to which the present (ufuwmn) is most analogous ; 
and much it becomes, and much it would profit you, my elder 
brethren, to mark the instructions which the season brings. The 
spring and the summer of your days are gone, and with them, not 
only the joys they knew, but many of the friends who gave them. 
You have entered upon the autumn of your being ; and whatever 
may have been the profusion of your spring, or the warm intempe- 
rance of your summer, there is still a season of stillness and of 
solitude which the beneficence of Heaven affords you, in which you 
may meditate upon the past and the future, and prepare yourselves 
for the mighty change which re are soon to undergo. 

«It is now you may understand the magnificent language of 
Heaven—it mingles its warning voice with that of Revelation—it 
summons you, in these hours, when the leaves fall and the winter is 
gathering, to that evening study which the mercy of Heaven has 
provided in the book of salvation. And while the shadowy valle 
opens which leads to the abode of death, it speaks of that hand whic 
can comfort and save, and which can conduct to those green pas- 
tures, and those still waters, where there is an eternal spring for the 
children of God. 

« When we look back upon the history of antiquity, the prospect 
is like waves of the ocean; and nations are seen rising for the mo- 
ment above their ordinary level, to fall back again into the mass 
from which they arose. If we search for the causes of their fall, we 
shall find them in their view and in their policy. All of them, in 
their day, have had their own devices—some of them to enslave 
the people whom they governed—some to extend their power by 
the atrocities of conquest—others to monopolize the commerce of 
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the world, and to become rich by the oppression of all around theni. 
These mighty devices are now past. The sleep of many hundred 
vears has buried their pride and their guilt in oblivion ; and when 
we trace the principles upon which they acted, we rejoice, even 
now, at their fall ; and feel the justice of that law, by which the 
‘counsel of God alone is destined to stand. 

“The world’ has seen many conquerors and despots. It has 
vept before the march of temporary ambition, and bled beneath the 
sword of transitory conquests. But nature has re-assumed her 
vights ; and while conquerors have sunk into an execrated grave, 
ind tyrants have perished in the zenith of their power, the race of 
men have raised again their dejected heads ; and peace, and order, 
ind freedom, have spread themselves throughout the world.” 

Dr. Allison’s Sermons. 


VAIN EXCUSES FOR NEGLECTING A CHRISTIAN DUTY. 


MANY imagine they would be disposed to be active, if they 
hought themselves qualified to do any good. Some think them- 
selves destitute of the requisite talents—others that they have not 
sufficient weight of character and influence—others that they can- 
not overcome their natural diffidence—others that they have ne 
time or opportunities for such a duty. We may judge for our- 
selves whether such excuses are valid—I should say, whether they 
are not used as apologies for unjustifiable neglect. Whom do we 
hear complaining of being destitute of the requisite talents, when he 
would engage his friend or neighbour in seme worldly scheme ? 
Though he feel the want of more, he uses what he has to the best 
advantage. And why ? Because he is deeply interested. And 
will you—dare you, my brethren, because you have not ten talents 
at your disposal, bury the one which you have >? Will you, because 
you have not the qualifications of a preacher of the gospel, refuse to 
speak to your relative or frend about his salvation ? And who is so 
destitute of weight of character and influence, in a religious sense, 
that he can do nothing ? that is, to translate this phrase, that he 
cannot do great things ? Let him first obtain a religious character, 
if he really think himself so destitute, and then let him do small 
things ;—they will be great in the sight of God. And who is so 
overcome by natural diffidence and backwardness, that he cannot 
speak to others on the very subject which lies nearest his own 
heart > [t will be well for him, se long as he has none of this diffi- 
dence or backwardness on other subjects of interest and importance, 
to examine himself, and see whether it be not owing, in a great de- 
ree, to his being “ ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.’ And if there 
be any who ple: ad that they have no time or opportunity for the 
perfor mance of this duty, surrounded as they are with souls that 
might be saved from death—they should at once abandon their hope 
of being christians, and learn of Christ the first lesson of the gospel. 
‘o “ go about doing good.” Christian Spectator 
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Revivals of Religion. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


IN the District of Columbia, a revival of religion, toa promising 
extent, is rejoicing the hearts of God’s people The Rev. Y. T. 
Peyton, in a communication to the editors of the Methodist Maga- 
vine, the 15th of September, remarks, that at the Ebenezer Station, 
Washington, within two months, the number of converts exceeds 
£20 white and 50 coloured people. The subjects of the work are 
chiefly young persons, from 16 to 25 years of age, the majority of 
whom are males. In the Presbyterian churches in Washington, 
Georgetown and Alexandria, the prospect is pleasing ; sinners are 
becoming alarmed and anxiously inquiring. 


In Virginia, the small rain has begun to descend; and we are 
encouraged to expect copious showers of mercy. 


In Basking-Ridge, Somerville, Bound-brook, (N. J.) and neigh- 
bouring towns, the kindly influence of the Spirit continues to 
revive the saints, comfort mourners, and awaken sinners from the 
slumber of death. 


In Deerfield, (N. J.) grace, mercy, and peace are gifts liberally 
bestowed to the congregation under the pastoral care ef the Rev. 
G. Ballentine. Much godly sorrow indicates that God is present 
with power. 

In Neshamany, and in Newton, Bucks Ceunty, (Penn.) and in 


places contiguous, the shepherd of Israel is gathering many to his 
fold. 


On the hill of Zion, in Doylestown, Bucks County, (Penn.) the 
dew of Heaven has not ceased to fall. 


From various parts ef New-England, we hear that God is work- 
ing wonderously. 


From the east and the west, the north and the south, our ears are 
saluted with animating intelligence of the triumps of grace. Chris- 
tians are becoming more active. The business of God’s ambassa- 
dors is increasing in interest ; and whilst Christ’s enemies are vigi- 
lant, satan’s kingdom is suffering loss ; and the mediatorial glory 
is brightening and extending in the earth. These are joyful presa- 
ges of a mere splendid day of the Son of man. Faith opens to our 
vision the prospect of an era, when sinners shall fly to Jesus “asa 
cloud, and as the doves to*their windows.” ‘Then shall the sting of 
the destroyer have lost its venom : and instead of millions of our 
race being immolated by the raging passions of polluted man, our 
decaying world will be, to myriads ef Heaven aspiring spirits, the 
avenue to a blissful immortality. 





** Behold the saints ascend, 
No longer one by one, and far apart ; 
They go in companies, they fly like clouds 
Of sunny whiteness on ‘a vernal day. 
Hurrying in thick succession o’er the Heavens, 
* In one continued multitude they rise.” 
Remembrance: 
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4 Tie Satlor’s Experience 


THE. SAILOR’S EXPERIENCE 


1 SALLOR, second maie of a vesse! ready for sea, called upom 
one of the Secretaries of (he Bethel ¢ campanies to request the gift of 
x few tracts to distribute among the ship’s company, and to solicit 
an interest in thew prayers at the Bethel meetings. He stated 
that these meetings had pr oved of greai Use to hum, and, under ihe 
blessing of God, had estabiished his soul inte him the hope of the 
zospel. He was asked what caused him av first to consider retigion 
che one thing neediul ’ he answered, « [ lormeriy was agreat sinuer, 
addicted to all manner of wickerdness, and that of the worst class. 
A few months back, [ was on beard an East-indiaman ; on her pas- 
4age home, we were in unmiment danger in consequence of a dread- 
ful storm ; so perilous was our situation, that the captain in great 
agitation said, that “ all that could be dene, had been done ; it was 
anpossible the vessel conld weather it ont;’’ she appeared to be 
sinking. The captain withdrew into the cabin, and the men were 
some on their knees, and others with horror were hanging on parts 
wf the rigging ; for my part, [ knew not what to do, [ considered it- 
aseless for me to pray, even to hope f for good. My sins were great 
fn a state of despair, [ waited the awful c losing of the scene before 
me; all expected the vessel would founder; at this moment, the 
boatswain, who had been very active, and apparently unalarmed 
during the whole gale, was passing me when a heavy sea struck the 
ship, and with a smile looked Bp, (supposing | this sea would finish 
us,) and said, “« blessed be God, ail is mght,” and began singing. 
Hie: had been looked upen by the whole crew during the voyage, as 
avery strange man ; he would be often, when. off duty, m ‘private. 
muttering to himself, and frequently reading. This apparent un- 
-onecern confirmed ine in the opinion [ had before formed, that some~ 
thing was the matter with the man. However, after this, the storm 
rather abated. Concetving that | might yet preserve life, [ lent the 
watswain a hand to clear the wreck. The captain now came upon 
deck, and with much spirtt roused the crew, and we soon got to 
rights. [ could net help thinking, netwithstanding, where should [ 
have gone ? What would have been my destiny if the ship had 
sunk So great a sinner [ had been, { could not have expected 
heaven would have been my place ; neither could [ expect any 
favour from God, fer L had never thought of him in reverence, much: 
less prayed to bum. My situation in consequence of this reflection 
was deplogable. E began to tremble at the prospect before me ; the 
arrows of conviction stuck fast in my soul ; L thought if L read 
some good book it would do me goud, but | had vuone. | remember- 
ed to have heard that my mother, wham was young, used to read 
some good book, which ‘she called, ihe whole Duty of Man ;”* 
this | supposed would be just what [ wanted, to help me to a godly 
life. L inquired of the crew, but no ove had it. Having seen the 
boatswain often reading, L asked him if he could lend me “ The 
whole Duty of Man ;” he staved at me and said, “ | can lead you a 
Nestament, Thomas, which will do vou more geod.” | had mv 
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coubts on that head, but L thought L would try ; so 1 read the Tes- 
tament, and truly L can say, it proved itself to be the word of God 
to me. ‘The boatswain and myself afterwards embraced every 
leisure moment in order to read together. At first the crew used 
to look at us at a distance ; after a day or two they were heard to 
whisper among themselves, “ that Tom and the boatswain were 
reading the Bible.’ Finding we persevered, they ventured to 
stand near us to listen ; and after a week or so, the whole of the 
crew cae at times to hear us read a portion of the scripture. Be- 
fore we had completed our voyage, every watch was partly filled up 
in holding prayer meetings, and reading a chapter in the Bible. 
We then found that the boatswain, whom we had thought beside 
himself, was a truly wise man ; for his conversation was in heaven, 
and his communion with God ; this has made us smile in danger, 
and feel that all was right.” 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


BOMBAY. 


THE report respecting this mission, contained in the Herald for 
this month, speaks with a degree of encouragement in view of its 
prospects. ‘The committee express themselves fully satisfied with 
the measure pursued by Mr. Bardwell in regard tohis return. The 
character of Mr. Newell, who has recently been removed from this 
great field, and called home to reap his everlasting reward, exhibits 
several traits worthy the notice of those who have « view to a mis- 
sionary life. Mr. Garret joined that mission some time since, and 
has the superintendance of the printing press. Books are exten- 
sively distributed. ‘The whole of the New Testament is now frans- 
lated, and some parts of the Old are ready for the press. The whole 
Bible can be printed, as fast as the means shall be afforded. 

Respecting schools—of the twenty-five which were rep pve! es- 
tablished, ten have been relinquished, in consequence of the defi- 
ciency of funds. Jewish schoolmasters are found to be preferable 
to Hindoos. The prospects for the regular instruction of both sexes 
have become more favourable. All the missionaries now have chil- 
dren in their families, enjoying the benefits of christian instruction 
and pious example. The mission has obtained favour with the in- 
telligent men of India. Much is anticipated from the influence of 
the schools, the mission press, translations and distribution of parts 
of the scriptures, as well as from the niggers, the gospel. The 
journal of Mr. Nichols, kept at Tannah, near Bombay, gives an ac- 
count of several lapsed Catholics who were dissatisfied with the 
Hindoo system of religion, and are desirous of obtaining some reli- 
gious instruction, but are very suspicious and undecided. 

A school has been recommenced at Tannah under the care of a 
Brahmin, and one at Chand-nee under the care of a Jew. The 
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schools in general are looked upen with suspicion, and in many pis 
ces meet with opposition. 

Speaking of the sickness which prevailed at Chand-nee, Mir. Ni 
chols says, “ The epidemic cholera has reappeared in the devoter 
village of Chand-nee. All is consternation and madness. Some 
are inquiring after medicines ; and some are cavrying the sick be- 
fore the village god, and there beating them with rattans, in the 
hope that the demon, that is, the disease will thus be driven out.” 

[dolatrous practices of the most affecting and distressing kind are 
still frequent among the people. The frantic and disgusting scenes 
which are acted over at their temples are painful to contemplate,— 
how much more must they be to witness ! 

«“ At Neermul, six miles from Basseen, 1s the tomb of a goosewee 
Bramin, who was reputed to be an incarnation of the god Sheva. 
His tomb is become one of the most celebrated places to which pil- 
srimages are made in this part of India. Thirty thousand people 
are said to be on the spot, making their ablutions, and performing 
ceremonies, this day.”” 

An affecting instance is mentioned of the custom of swinging. 
wo women were suspended by strong iron hooks thrust through 
the thick muscles of their backs. They were then drawn 20 or 
30 feet into the air, and the cart on which the machinery was placed 
was then drawn by the frantic multitude around a circle ef abou: 
100 feet in diameter. 


BAPTIST EDUCATION SOCIETY 


We insert, at the request of a friend, the following ‘etter, issued az 
a Circular, by the Executsve Commuitee of the Baptist Education: 
Society of the Staie of New-York, | 


THE increasing light of the Gospei, which sirines upon the pat: 
of the Saints, awakens in them a zeal to accomplish for his glory, 
the work which the Lord hath appointed them. But a partial 
knowledge is yet obtained of that complete system of means which 
God has adopted, to accomplish the purposes of his grace, in the 
consummation of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. [t is in this. life we 
are more particulaxly called to be workers together with Ged, in 
making known his truth and his grace to those for whom his long 
suffering is waiting. ‘I'he death ot the Saviour and the work of the 
Holy Spirit, as well as the law of God, have taught the saints that 
they are not ther own, but they owe themselves and their services 
to God. The obligation should be acknowledged in the perform- 
ance of that labour of love, which is not merely in word and in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth. ‘The experience of ages, as wel! 
as the example of the Saviour in ewbodying his people in the world, 
dictate to them a combination of euergies, te carry the triumpis oi 
the cross through the earth. "““Yhe ten thousand societies formed to 
propagate the Scriptures through the world, bid defiance to all 
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opposition, and furnish, under the blessing of God, a strong assu 
a to every nation, of the most plentiful provisions of the word 
of life. 

Charity schools for the assistance of indigent young men, who 
have the gift of God to preach the Gospel, are rising in diffepent 
ee of Zion, not as the result of Popish projects, but as the evident 
dictates of that wisdom which is from above. The Baptists in the 
state of New-York, in connexion with those in the western part of 
Vermont, have imitated the laudable examples of their,brethren in 
other states, in getting up a Charity-school, which is consecrated to 
the rising ministry. The society for this purpose was formed in 
Sept. 1817, and began to afford means of instruction the year fol 
lowing, to three or four young men, approved and licensed by the 
Churches. It was incorporated in 1818, and in the opening of the 
spring of 1819,a seminary was established, at which time the nun 
ber of beneficiaries had increased to about ten or twelve. 

With reference toa liberal portion of country, and the tender of 
privileges to the neighbouring sections of the eastern states, the loca- 
tion of the Seminary is permanently established at Hamilton, in a 
healthy, flourishing population, near the centre of Madison county, 
and nearly at an equal distance from the boundary of the state on 
the west, and Connecticut River on the east. There are rising ot 
700 Baptist Churches scattered over this tract of country, in which 
God is raising up many young men, for the service of the sanctuary ; 
thirty-five have been assisted by this Society since its formation, 
twenty-two of whom are now under its etme The expenses 
of the institution the last year, including board, tuition, clothing, 
books, &c. amounted to about $3000. As the school is enlarging, 
the expenses will undoubtedly be more the present year. It is ex- 
pected young men who have property will defray their own expen- 
ses, as far as they have the means of doing it, beyond which the So- | 
ciety assume their wants. The board of the students, including 
lodging and washing, is obtained for a dollar a week. The people 
in Hamilton, to fulfil the conditions of the location, have erected a 
very elegant stone building for the Seminary, sixty-four by thirty- 
six feet, three stories high, which is to be finished by the first of May 
next. About twenty thousand dollars have been subscribed to the 
funds of the institution, the most of which remains in the hands of 
the donors, subject to interest ; and with few exceptions im small 
sums. 

Several Scholarships have recently been endowed, with a thou- 
sand dollars each. The interest of each sum is to support a 
scholar ; and the scholarship is to bear up the donor’s name 
forever. Scholarship No. I. was endowed by Deacon Jonathan 
Olmsted ; No. II. by Honourable Squier Monroe, and No. III. by 
Deacon Joseph Moss. Several other gentlemen have given assu- 
rances that they will do likewise. Examples of this kind from those 
conversant with the rise and progress of the institution, cannot fail 
to present the object in a commanding attitude, to the view of the 
benevolent, especially when they are preparing to relinquish their 
connexion with time, to go and give an account of their stewardship. 
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Several honourable bequests have been made to the institution by a 
number of saints, in their last will and testament, which we have no 
doubt are approved in heaven, and which they expect soon to ratify 
by their own death. A Library is commenced on a liberal scale. 
ibut a little more than four hundred volumes, however, are yet ob- 
tained. It is presumed there are many valuable books which lie 
useless with the owners, which if placed in this school might do much 
good. ‘The Institution stands pledged to the cause of our Divine 
Master, and to the public in general, to bestow its benefits exclu- 
sively on those who are approved and acknowledged in the judg- 
ment of the Churehes, to be ministers of the New-Testament. The 
suspicions of some, that this seminary is designed to make minis- 
ters, are totally unfounded. Nong are admitted to its patronage 
without a license to preach, and a special call from God to the 
work is sacredly regarded as an indispensable pre-requisite. The 
Churches are requested in no instance to refer a doubtful case to 
the decision of this Committee, and to recommend none of whom 
they cannot most heartily approve. 

he time and course of instruction are varied to the circumstan- 
ces of the students. A system of education is adopted, embracing 
the learned languages, oa some of the principal classicks, together 
with Christian Theolog . Three years are required on all these 
subjects, while those who omit the languages are retained only two 
years. The students have an extensive field for the exercise of 
their public gifts, in destitute Churches in the vicinity, in which 
they are required to preach in rotation every Sabbath. 

We are happy to say, the practical results of this rising institu- 
tion, are obviating prepossessions against it, through the Churches 
where its character is best understood, while the most unshaken 
conviction rests upon the minds of its patrons, that God designs it 
for a lasting blessing to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are confident its claims upon the prayers and liberality of 
those whom the Saviour has bought with his blood, are but partially 
understood. ‘The divine presence has been with it, and his protec- 
ting providence has overshadowed it, and we trust it will happily 
survive the days of darkness, and its fruits be acknowledged in the 
ages to come. We are confident it will the best speak for itself ; 
its expenses are daily increasing, and are not to be sustained by 
the comparative few, who have consecrated to it no‘ ordinary por- 
tion of their first fruits. We ask nothing more than what God shall 
be pleased to dictate, as your duty to bestow. Let your prayers 
sed. the sum of your liberality for this object, be made before the 
Throne, with reference to their being registered and presented in 
your final accounts, and may it be said to you at last, by our Lord 
and Master, “inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ve have done it unto me.” 

















Summary. 279 
SUMMARY. 


The Synods of Ohio and Pittsburgh are engaged in the prosecu- 
tion of measures for the establishment of a Theological Seminary in 
the west, and intend if practicable to secure the co-operation of the 
Synod of Kentucky. 

West Indies. Mr. Coultant, on the 18th of Aprril last, baptized 
seventy-two persons at Kingston, and administered the Lord’s 
Supper to sixteen hundred. 

A meeting compused of delegates from seveval of the Baptist 
Churches in this state, was held in the First Baptist meeting-house 
in Suffield on the 6th instant, to consider the expediency of forming 
a Convention of the churches in the state ; and it was unanimously 
resolved “to recommend a Constitution to the churches, accompa- 
nied with an address, requesting their opinion on the same at the 
next meeting of delegates.” 

A mission family is about proceeding to the Otawa Indians. The 
family is under the patronage of the Western missionary Society. 
The board of Trustees of the Society are chosen by the Synod of 
Pittsburgh. The family consists of 21 persons, two of whom are 
clergymen. ‘They were set apart to their work on the 7th ult. in the 
Second Presbyterian church of Pittsburgh. ‘The missionaries arri- 
ved at the mouth of Grand River on the 22d, at which place there 
was a vessel ready to carry them to the place of their destination. 

A body of Methodists in Kentucky, have lately separated them- 
selves from the Episcopal Methodists, and instituted a mode of 
church government for their own, which nearly resembles that of 
the Presbyterian. 

A mission is to be established on the African coast, by the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United States. Mr. Bacon, who 
has visited Africa under the direction of the general government, and 
is now in this country, has been appointed a Catechist, and is enga- 
ged in soliciting donations for the object of the mission. 

The amount of receipts by the Treasurer of the American Bible 
Society, during the months of August, September, and October, 
1822, was $3853 24. 

The young men’s Bible Society of Pittsburgh, distributed 243 
Bibles, and 353 Testaments, during the year ending Oct. 17th. 

The Irish Society for the education of children in the Irish 
language, have 47 stations, which contain 2078 scholars, of whom Ps 
888 are adults. ‘They have also six masters on the circulatin 
system, who inspect and controul 10 schools each, so that the total 
number of their schools is 107. When a teacher is stationary, * 
there is also a Sunday school established in the neighbourhood. 
Schools are also to be established in the Jails. This society is aided 
in the distribution of the scriptures by the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, from which 1000 copies of the Irish Testament have 
been received, which have been divided into ten parts each and put 
into circulation. 

The Baptist Home Missionary Society in England employs 
twelve missionaries, who are entirely devoted to the work, under 
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he direction of the committee of the Snciety : aad eerht os mmisiert 
lave Deen assisted in defraving the expense# of ther labours in 
testitute villages, eachof whom preaches. regularly at from twa ta 
en ditferent places. 


—_ 
\NECDOTE OF BOERHAAVE. 


(T was the dmiv practice of this emiment physician, and no less 
distinguished Christian, through his whole life, as soon as he vase in 
the mormng, which was ceneraly very carty, to vetive one our, for 
wivate prayer and meditation on seme part of the Holy scriptures. 
te viten roid ins frends, when they asked how it was possible for 
um to go throueh so much labour and fatiene. “ that it was this 
ractice, which gave him spirit and vigour in the business of the 
iay.” This he therefore recommended as fe best ride ve conid 
nve:s “ for nothing,” be observed, “ would tend mone to the heaith 
4 the body, than the teanquillity of the mind ; and he knew no- 
‘tnng winch could sunpert ininseif, or ms fellow creatures, amidst 
‘he various evils and distresses of life. but a well grounded conti- 
dence in the Supreme Bemg, upen the principies of Christianity 

[ do not recoilect to have heard any person abject to eariy msing 
is injurious to health ; but on the contrary, have heard many recom: 
nend it, while but few practice it. Uf one time is more particular!y 
wanted to meditation than another, it is the morning. Then man 
1a8 Gice more just “ awaked to life,” and ail is calm. “ Weening 
nay endure for the night, but joy cometh in the morning.” The 
vorid is then more than ever shutout. Bur as the Christian is 
bout to enter upon the duties af the day in winch he w& exposed to 
‘emptations, trom withont and fram within, how much he neetis to 
irmk anew from the fountain of living waters, and hoid converse 
vith God! —and as he prizes ths abeve any privilege, he wiil best 
njov it when the world is stil. That person, whose “ eves are 
ocked in sieen’” after “ the evelids of the morning” are opened 
pon ium, loses the most profitable season for devorion. ‘Ths is 
he Gme more than any other, when there is “ nothing to distur), 
nolest, or make atraid.” Who then, that regards is health, with 
ymch is usefuiness to somery is closely connected. und who, thar 
vould not cush into the wortd, as the horse rusheth into battle, will 
lot rise with the “rising light” of the aew day, and like Boerhaave 
give ins Jest moments to Goud, up veading the Serprwes, and in 
nrayer 





—_PE— 
VOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

B’s..reniv ta R. W. has been reeenwed, and shail be inserted. Tree com- 
mumecations lave aiso been reesived from 4¢facsc, winch, with all our 
vegard to: the feetinys of the writer, we must retuse to publish. We cannut 
but think,.that he is ther very inattentive to Ins style and method of wr- 
tings, OF injudic:ous im cstimating Ms awn traients as a wrter We are 
diways:solicttous, and always grateful, to receive onal communiertiuns, 
vet they must 9e, in our opinion, Worthy co be inserted; and we wish it to 
of remembered, that we are duund co regard the ‘nste of the public as wei! 
ws fo watch over its morais and religran 
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